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If you are looking for a special holiday gift for a wrestling fan, we have the answer. Try a 
gift subscription package of the world’s best-selling and most-respected wrestling 
magazines! It’s the only holiday gift that lasts an entire year! Just check off which gift 
package you want, and we do the rest. A gift notice will be sent to the recipient. There’s 
no better way to make this a memorable holiday season for someone you love! 
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6 FROM THE DESK OF... 
Stuart M. Saks 
Our associate publisher interviews 


WCW Executive Vice President Bill Watts 
(Reprinted from the October 1992 Pro Wrestling Illustrated) 


8 ONE ON ONE 
PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY 
VS. LARRY ZBYSZKO 


The insults and accusations fly as the head of The Dangerous 


Alliance confronts the man he booted out of the group 
(Reprinted from the September 1992 Inside Wrestling) 


10 BLINDSIDED by Bob Smith 


Bet you didn’t know... 
(Reprinted from the October 1992 The Wrestler) 


12 HEAD TO HEAD 
BRET HART VS. OWEN HART 
How would the Hart brothers fare against each other? 


Four experts share their opinions 
(Reprinted from the September 1992 Wrestle America) 


14 THE STEEL CAGE by Bob Smith 


The WWF: wrestling’s goofiest federation? 
(Reprinted from the October 1992 Pro Wrestling Illustrated) 


16 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW 

by Andy Rodriguez 

On top of old Smoky (Mountain) 

(Reprinted from the October 1992 Pro Wrestling Illustrated) 


18 OFF THE TOP ROPE by Eddie Eliner 


Ellner on Heenan, Piper, and Watts 
(Reprinted from the November 1992 Pro Wrestling Illustrated) 


66 DATELINE: USA 


Comments from your fellow readers on top stars and pressing 


topics throughout the wrestling world 


68 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


Here they are—the most respected rankings in our sport. Find out 
who’s hot and who's not in 13 federations, and check out our Top 


10 singles and tag teams! 


70 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Big changes with new champions 


FEATURES 


20 
@ & A: STING 


It's not easy being on top, as the “Stinger” knows full well. In this 
interview, conducted before he lost the WCW World title to Big Van ” 
Vader, Sting talks about what one must go through when one is 
constantly a target 
(Reprinted from the October 1992 The Wrestler) 
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AS THE ALLIANCE SLOWLY 
CRUMBLES... 
PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY’S HUSH MONEY 
CAN’T KEEP US QUIET! 


Reporters who sensed trouble in the ranks of The Dangerous 
Alliance were approached by Paul E. and asked to do some ‘‘self- 
editing’ 

(Reprinted from the September 1992 The Wrestler) 
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CARPENTIER-THESZ 
THE NIGHT THE LEGENDS BATTLED 


In 1957, Edouard Carpentier and Lou Thesz were at the height of 
their powers when they squared off in this memorable confrontation 
(Reprinted trom the Summer 1975 Ben Strong Wrestling’s Greatest Bouts) 
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THE U.K. CATCHES 
WRESTLING FEVER 


More than 80,000 fans packed London’s Wembley Stadium for 
SummerSlam. Now that’s wrestling fever! 
(Reprinted from the September 1992 Inside Wrestling) 


STRESSED-OUT STEINERS: 
WHO’S IN CHARGE HERE? 


There may be tension between the outstanding brother duo, 
though they insist they're as solid as they've ever been 
(Reprinted from the November 1992 Pro Wrestling Illustrated) 
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RIC FLAIR’S OTHER LIFE 


The ‘Nature Boy” in private, as few have ever seen him 
(Reprinted from the November 1976 Sports Review Wrestling) 
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THE MOONDOGS 
MANIACS ON A SHORT LEASH 


Think today's Moondogs are a brutal bunch? Take a look at these 
monsters that Capt. Lou Albano managed 
(Reprinted from the May 1981 The Wrestler) 
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IT’S TIME FOR THE ROAD 
WARRIORS TO FIRE 
PRECIOUS PAUL ELLERING! 


Hawk and Animal were AWA World tag team champions, but it 
seemed as though they could go even further without their 
dedicated manager 
(Reprinted from the January 1986 Inside Wrestling) 
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50 
STEVE AUSTIN: 
NOT STUNNING, JUST OUTSTANDING 


Forget his good looks and his arrogance; Austin simply is one of the 
finest grapplers in the sport 
(Reprinted from the October 1992 The Wrestler) 


HULK HOGAN’S 
“RETIREMENT’’: 
WHY THE WWF WILL NEVER LET HIM REST IN 
PEACE 


The “Hulkster” may be serious about his acting career, but the 
WWF may be just as serious about asking him to return 
(Reprinted from the September 1992 Inside Wrestling) 
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JUST FOUND: 


A VERY SPECIAL 
SELECTION OF 


Over the past few years, these special issues of 
The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling have become 
coveted by collectors the world over. Now, in limit- 
ed quantities, they are available for direct delivery 
right to your mailbox at the incredible collectors’ 
price of just $5 each! 


PREMIUM BACK ISSUES 


AUGUST 1985 
WRESTLER features a 
four-page full-color souvenir 
section highlighting 12 of the 
greatest athletes of the 
Wrestler years. Also in- 
cluded are stories on: The 
Road Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
and Terry Taylor. 


JANUARY 1986 
WRESTLER includes a 
dynamic four-page full-color 
section celebrating the 10 
greatest wrestlers of the 
Wrestler years, Featured 
in color; Bruno Sammartino, 
Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, and 
Dusty Rhodes. Also included 
are stories on: Ric Flair, Kerry 
Von Erich, and Tommy Rich. 


SEPTEMBER 1988 

INSIDE WRESTLING 
includee a bonus. four-page 
section examining 
Of Guts And Gio- 
ghting WrestleMan- 
~ 1¥, Crockett Cup, and Pa- 
rade of Champions. Also 
here: full-color coverage of 
Jerry Lavwler's AWA World ti- 
tle victory over Curt Hennig! 


MARCH 1990 

INSIDE WRESTLING 
looks back at the decade of 
the '80s with a dazzling eight- 
Page full-color section and a 
year-by-year review. Also in- 
Cluded are stories on: Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flair, and Paul 
Orndorff. 


Wrestiet 


DECEMBER 1990 
WRESTLER brings you 
to SummerSlam "90 with four 
pages of full-color, including 
coverage of Hulk Hogan vs. 
Earthquake, The Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Rick Rude, and 
Kerry Von Erich vs. Curt 
Hennig. Also included are sto- 
fies on: Stan Hansen, Arn An- 
derson, and The Ultimate 
Warrior. 


ad aere WINTER 1988 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 

—— showcases SummerSlam 
‘88 in a breathtaking four- 
— page full-color section. Also 
included are stories on: Adri- 
Fe an Adonis and Bruiser Brody, 
Don Muraco, and a Q&A 


A 
se A with Lex Luger. 


APRIL 1988 
WRESTLER examines 
“Wrestling's Greatest Day” 
with a four-page full-color sec- 
tion including all the action of 
Starrcade '87 and The Survi- 
vor Series, plus AWA and 
World Class  spectaculars. 
Also included are stories on: 
Lex Luger, Tito Santana & 
Rick Martel, and The Midnight 
Rockers. 


OCTOBER 1991 
WRESTLER was the 
25th anniversary celebration 
of the longest continuously 
published wrestling magazine. 
Highlights include: 12 color 
pages of the greatest photos 
ever, a year-by-rear review of 
the hot Wrestler stories 
(1966-1991), and a ranking of 
the top 25 wrestlers of the 
past 25 years. 


ya) 


WRESTLER showcases 
SuperCard Sunday with a dy- 
namic four-page full-color sec- 
tion featuring WrestleMania V 
and Clash of the Champions 
VI. Also included are stories 
on; Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, and Ted DiBiase. 
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T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. 


l enclose $__ 


as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
In case of a Sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Name > 

Address Apt. = 
City 

State Zip ———=— 


For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1 for every back issue to be delivered 
by ground and $2 for every back issue to be delivered by airmail. 


U.S. funds only. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


International money orders in 


The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two fop wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility toward 
each other. This is 
the unedited 


UST LAST YEAR, Larry Zbyszko 

was one-half of the WCW World 
tag team champions. As The Enforc- 
ers, he and Arn Anderson comprised 
one of the most feared tag teams in 
the sport. After signing with Paul E. 
Dangerously, their title reign seemed to 
be one that would last a long, long 
time. 

But a funny thing happened on the 
way to immortality. The Enforcers 
were upset by Rick Steamboat and 
Dustin Rhodes at Clash of the Cham- 
pions XVII in Savannah, Georgia. 
Dangerously restructured his top tag 
team, replacing Zbyszko with Bobby 
Eaton. While Anderson and Eaton 
were able to regain the title, Zbyszko 
was a man without a role in the sport’s 
largest rulebreaking stable. 

But not for long. The devious Dan- 
gerously cultivated a new position for 
Zbyszko—that of ‘‘The Cruncher.”’ 
The veteran became the Alliance’s paid 
assassin, going after unsuspecting fan 
Javorites such as Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell with a newfound vengeance. 

But the novelty wore off, and Zbys- 
zko longed for title competition. He 
looked uninspired while enduring a 
long dry spell. He began arguing with 
Alliance members, most notably Dan- 
gerously and Madusa. Then, at Wrestle 
War 92, Zbyszko mistakenly hit Eaton 
with a metal turnbuckle hook, costing 
the Alliance the steel cage double-ring 
War Games event. 

Zbyszko made a quick exit that 
night, refusing to accompany his sta- 
blemates. An Inside Wrestling corres- 


ONE O 


“Everyone knows your style. I have to come up with a new tearm. 
Besides, you’re not a title winner.”’ 
—Paul E. Dangerously 


pondent accompanied him to his hotel 
room and was about to begin an inter- 
view when the phone rang. Zbyszko, 
expecting the call, flipped on his tape 
recorder. The conversation that tran- 
spired is the transcript we bring you on 
these pages as Zbyszko and Danger- 
ously face off ... One on One! 


PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY: 
I told everyone to stick around 
for the postmatch meeting. Ev- 
eryone stayed except for you. 
Who died and left you boss? 
LARRY ZBYSZKO: 
Hey! You’re my boss when I’m 
in the ring. The match was 
over, the card was over. I 


PD: 


LZ: 


grabbed a beer downstairs and 
came up here. Besides, I didn’t 
exactly feel like hanging out 
with four guys and a dame who 
looked like they wanted to kill 
me. 

Nobody’s gonna kill you, Larry. 
I’m not gonna let them. You see 
the way Rick protected me from 
you? Well, if he had gone at 
you, I would’ve stepped in the 
same way. That’s what the Alli- 
ance is all about. 

No, Ill tell you what the Alli- 
ance is all about. It’s all about 
you and Madusa getting rich, 
everyone else getting title belts 
and me getting the shaft. How 
can you or anyone else blame 


PD: 
LZ: 


PD: 


‘Are you crazy? I was winning titles when you were a little snot- 


nosed photographer!”’ 
—Larry Zbyszko 

me for what happened tonight? LZ: I’m not a what? Are you cra- 
Do you think I wanted to hit zy? I was winning titles when 
Bobby with the hook? I was you were a little snot-nosed pho- 
gonna rip Sting’s ear off with tographer! I oughta break your 
that thing. face for even suggesting that! 
I know, I know. I’m the man that retired Bruno 
Yeah, you know. But does Bob- Sammartino, supposedly the 
by know? Or Rick? Right about greatest wrestler of all-time! I 
now, the only one I trust is di— 
*‘Double-A’’ [Anderson]. Bare- PD: Exactly, Larry. That’s exactly 


ly. Why don’t you pair us up 
again, Paul? Bobby and Arn 
had their run. It’s our turn 
again. 

I can’t do that, Larry. Everyone 
knows your style. I have to 


‘come up with a new team. Be- 


sides, you’re not a title winner, 
you’re ... 


what I was trying to say. You’re 
saying it yourself, and you don’t 
even know it! You’re not a title 
winner, you’re a cruncher. You 
crunched Bruno. I was there for 
that. Hell, I was the only one 
who stood by you for it. That’s 
why I made you~ my 
“*Cruncher.”’ 


LZ: 


PD: 


LZ: 


PD: 


Of course, you stood by. You 
were a 13-year-old gym brat. 
What else were you going to 
do? 

Side with Bruno, like everyone 
else did. But the hell with 
Bruno. And that’s what you’ve 
got to say, Larry. The hell with 
Bruno. You’re obsessing over 
this thing. It’s 1992, Larry. Get 
with it and step to it, man. The 
Alliance needs you here, today, 
not floating around in some 
time capsule. 

This has nothing to do with 
Bruno. This has to do with you 
treating me like some stupid 
stepchild. I want you to sign me 
for matches that will put me 
back in contention for a title, 
either singles or tag teams. 

No way, Larry. Everyone’s 
booked solid right now. Besides, 
I pay you to be “The Crunch- 
er.”’ And the last time I checked 
my books, you weren’t exactly 
ready for the poorhouse. 

Now who’s obsessed? All you 
ever think about is money. 
Someone’s upset? Give ’em 
money! Someone’s shooting his 
mouth off? Shut him up with 
some money! It doesn’t work 
that way, Paul. I want another 
title before I retire, and all the 
money in the world won’t buy 
It. 

Larry, I want to get you another 
title shot, I really do. We’ve 
been friends for a long time. 
But how’s it gonna look to the 
rest of the Alliance? They’re 
blaming you for tonight’s loss. 
Madusa said, flat-out, that you 
cost us the match. She told the 
others that you screwed up. 

If you and the others think I 
screwed up, then there’s nothing 
I can say to change your mind. 
But just remember that I was 
following your directions. 

No. My directions were to hit 
Sting with the hook. If you had 
done that, we wouldn’t be hav- 
ing this conversation right now, 
would we? 

Look, I’m not gonna be the 
scapegoat for this. P’ll quit first! 
And I[’ll take you all down with 
me! I'll expose you for the 
crook that you are! 

Before you do something you 
regret, Larry, remember this: 
We’re The Dangerous Alliance. 
We clean our own laundry and 
we take out our own trash. OJ 
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IDED: 


ET YOU DIDN’T know. . . | was going through our files one day when | 

pulled out some clips from some of our old magazines. One thing | found 
out was that there is a lot more to the history of The Midnight Express than | 
ever realized. 

Most of today’s fans know of Bobby Eaton and Stan Lane (managed by Jim 
Cornette), which easily was the most successful version of the team. Others re- 
call the team comprised of Eaton and Dennis Condrey that preceded it, and 
some sharpies out there recall that a team billed as The “‘Original’’ Midnight 
Express, Randy Rose and Condrey, won the AWA tag team title in 1987. 

But did you know that the original 
original Midnight Express wasn’t a tag 
team at all? It was actually a conglom- 
erate of wrestlers. Midnight Express 
Inc., which started out around 1984, 
contained not only Condrey and Rose, 
but Norvell Austin, Koko Ware, and 
several other wrestlers that floated © 
around the South. Cornette had noth- 
ing at all to do with the group at that 
time. 

After discovering that interesting tid- 
bit, | decided to keep digging. 

Did you know that PWF junior 
heavyweight champion ‘“‘Gorgeous’’ George South, a pretty rough guy inside 
the ring, is a born-again Christian outside of it? 

Did you know that a goon by the name of Billy Spears once managed Hulk 
Hogan? 

Did you know that Elizabeth was once a television announcer for the original 
Tennessee-based ICW—which, coinci- 
dentally enough, also featured Randy 
Savage and Lanny Poffo? 

Did you know that nationally known 
sports broadcaster and author Bill Ma- 
zer was a professional wrestling TV 
commentator in Buffalo, New York, 
during the ’60s?. 

Did you know that manager Keven 
“‘The Truth” Casey is also a golf pro? 

Did you know that Jerry Lawler Jerry Lawler & Bob Smith 
hosts his own half-hour talk show each Sunday morning in Memphis? Did you 
know | was once a guest on that show? 

Did you know that not only is The Metal Maniac’s ring music original, but 
that’s he’s actually playing it? Move over, Michael Hayes! 

Did you know that former WWF star Paul Roma is now 1-1 as a heavyweight 
boxer? Did you know that his trainer is Kevin Rooney, who once performed the 
same duties for Mike Tyson? 

Did you know that comedian/actor/author Steve Allen was once a wrestling 
announcer? 

Did you know that Berzerker was once a used car salesman? 

Did you know that there’s a hot rock band on the charts called The Four 
Horsemen? Not to mention N.W.A? 

Did you know that Associate Publisher Stu Saks once published his own 
wrestling newsletter? 

Did you know that LPWA champion Terri Power was once a competitive 
bodybuilder? 

Did you know that I’ve run out of “did you knows’’? LJ 


Koko Ware & Norvell Austin 


TW, Sports Video Presents: 
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ea CBEST OF THE 
| STARRCADES: 
1983-1987 


LIMITED SUPPLY!! Starrcade was born 
in 1983. It has become the Super Bowl 
of professional wrestling. This collector's 
edition takes you through five years of 
Starrcade history with Magnum T.A. as 
your host! #279/4 hours / $39.95 


SUPER BRAWL I 


Ric Flair takes on Japan’s Tatsumi 
Fujinami, Sting & Lex Luger vs. Rick & 
Scott Steiner. Sid Vicious vs. El Gigante 
and much more! 

#142/110 min/ $39.95 


SUPER BRAWL II 


The greatest bone-crunching spectacu- 
lar of the year! Lex Luger and Sting 
battle for the World Heavyweight 
Championship. Also features: Ravish- 
ing Rick Rude, Ricky Steamboat, The 
Steiners, Ron Simmons and Arn 
Anderson. #332/120 min/ $39.95 
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RUMBLE IN THE ug we 
RISING SUN: Japan ty 4 
Supershow : 


The best of the WCW battle Japan’s 
best in Tokyo. Ric Flair does battle with 
Tatsumi Fujinami, Sting vs. The Great 
Muta, The Steiner Brothers grapple with 
Japan’s best tag team — Hiro Hase and 
Sasaki. 

#140 / 120 min/ $39.95 


HALLOWEEN 
HAVOC 1991: 
Chamber of Horrors 


NEW!! Lex Luger defends his World 
Heavyweighttitle against Ron Simmons 
plus an amazing Chamber of Horrors 
cage match where all hell breaks loose! 
Also: Sting, The Steiners, Dustin 
Rhodes, Stunning Steve and El Gigante 
plus much more! 

#298 / 110 min/ $39.95—% 


WOMEN'S © 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING 

WORLD TITLE BOUT 
NEW!! Featuring Wendi Richter vs. 
Heidi Lee Morgan. First women’s title 
boutinasteel cage! Also: Sweet Melanie 
vs. Ashley Ryan, Wendi Richter vs. 


Chainsaw Liz Chase and Angel of Death 
and more! #250/53 min/ $24.95 


Limited Time Only - Order Now! For VISA or MasterCard Orders Call Toll Free: 1-800-729-0360, Or Fax: (203) 655-1486 


Remit to & make checks payable to: TV Sports Video, Inc. PO Box 1003, Darien, CT 06820-1003 


For our foriegn customers: Include an additional $6.00 for 
each tape to be shipped abroad. No PAL, only NTSC format. 


5-6 tapes 
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i Sales Tax: I 
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I 1 tape $4.00 ] 
] Signature 2-4 tapes $6.00 postage/handling i 
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Wf lead To Head 


BRET HART 


OWEN HART 


There is one scenario that has intrigued wrestling fans for years: The idea of a wrestler taking on his 
own brother in the ring. 

It’s actually happened, on rare occasions. In 1984, Randy Savage took on his brother, Lanny Poffo, in 
an empty Mid-South Coliseum in a bout refereed by Jerry Lawler—a bout ‘The King” ruled a draw 
when the action got a bit too violent. Three years earlier, Terry Funk took on his older brother, Dory, in 
a tournament bout in Japan. That bout turned out to be surprisingly heated, but again, neither man 
could score a pinfall. 

This time, though, we're taking a look at another set of brothers, perhaps this era’s finest Canadian 
grapplers: Bret and Owen Hart. One is the current WWF Intercontinental champion, the other is just be- 
ginning to make his mark in the same organization. As the sons of former great Stu Hart, they both are 
incredibly talented natural wrestlers, At press time, Bret was the Intercontinental champion, while Owen, 
a former Stampede North American titlist, was just beinning to make his mark in the federation. 

Which brother could defeat the other? Is Bret’s “‘sharpshooter”’ leglock superior to Owen's flying 
bodypress? Could Bret’s edge in experience overtake Owen’s exuberance? We put a panel of four experts 
on the hot spot, and these incredible brothers will now meet in a matchup for the first time 
... “Head to Head,” 
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MAKHAN SINGH 


Before we get started with this, let me 
remind everyone of an important fact: | 
hate Owen Hart’s guts. He took the Stam- 
pede North American title from me a few 
years ago, and even though | won it back, 
he’s been a major enemy of mine ever 
since. | personally think the only reason he 
spent so much time away from North 
America was because he was afraid of 
ever having to face me again. 

| guess what they want is for me to pick 
a winner of a match between Owen Hart 
and his brother, Bret. Now, here comes 
the big surprise—I’d take Owen to win that 
one. Why? Hey, any kid that can beat a 
380-pound guy like me must have a lot of 
things going for him. 

| said | hated the guy, but you'll never 
hear me say | don’t respect him. | know 
that Bret knows just about every hold ever 
devised, but Owen is lighter and faster, 
and I’ve never seen a guy think on his feet 
so quickly. Bret’s more traditional, while 
Owen knows all these futuristic new 
moves. Some guys always know what their 
next move is going to be. Owen Hart 
knows what his next six or seven moves 
are going to be. 

Bret is more experienced, and | think 
he'd get off to a quick start in the match by 
trying to get Owen down on the mat. But 
once Owen broke free—and you just know 
that he would—he’d dominate Bret by fly- 
ing off the ropes at all angles. 

Since both of these guys are in such 
good shape, it wouldn’t surprise me to see 
the match go an hour or 90 minutes. It 
wouldn’t, though. Bret knows 1,000 holds, 
but Owen knows the 1,001th hold—and 
that would be the difference. I'd stake my 
reputation as a gentleman on it! 

Makhan Singh, a two-time former North 
Arnerican charipion, is currently on @ tour 
of Europe and Africa. 


DON MURACO 


Man, I'd pay to see this match. Heck, I'd 
want to promote this match. People talked 
for months about what Hulk Hogan and 
Ric Flair would do if they ever matched up. 
Well, we've all seen that one. Now let's 
see two wrestlers in their primes—the Hart 
brothers—get down and get funky! 

Think of this: The brothers shake hands 
before the match, but as Owen turns 
around to go back to his corner, Bret 
catches him with a reverse rollup just as 
the bell sounds. Bret smiles, but Owen 
doesn't think the idea is very funny. As 
Bret backs up, Owen catches him with a 
precise dropkick right in the chops. Right 
there, everybody who thought the match 
would be meek and mild are shocked. 

And it would be great. These guys have 
nearly equal stamina, so one outlasting the 
other wouldn’t be a factor. Bret probably 
knows more traditional holds, but Owen 
employs all these unusual moves he 
must've learned in Mexico. The action 
would be so fast that the spectators in the 
first few rows would look like they’re at a 
tennis match—you know, back and forth. 

But | have to think the match would go 
to the “excellence of execution”’ himself, 
the man I've wrestled both with and 
against—Bret Hart. | entered Stampede a 
few years ago and won the North Ameri- 
can title from Makhan Singh—the man 
who beat Owen for it. He said that Owen 
was the best all-around wrestler he’d ever 
seen. 

But Bret is among the finest all-around 
wrestlers /’ve ever seen, and that means a 
lot more. Owen is smart, but Bret is just 
that much smarter, and he’d score the 
win—but let me teil you, folks, it wouldn’t 
be easy! 

Don Muraco, a 22-year veteran of the 
sport, is a two-time former Intercontinental 
champion. 


JIM NEIDHART 


Talk about putting me on the spot! 
You're talking about my two favorite guys 
in the entire world right here. Gee, I'm 
afraid to say anything! | don’t want to of- 
fend anyone! 

But even | am intrigued by this match, 
which would certainly be a Match of the 
Year candidate no matter when it was 
held. These are two really great wrestlers 
we are talking about here. Bret is the 
smooth and steady veteran who has taken 
everything he has seen during his 16 years 
in this sport and absorbed it like a sponge. 

Owen is a little different. He’s only been 
a pro for six years, but he’s taken a crash 
course in great scientific wrestling. Think 
of it—a guy that young traveling to Japan 
and Mexico and beating the incredible 
wrestlers in those countries! When Owen 
and | teamed a few months ago, | couldn’t 
believe my eyes. What an incredible aerial 
stylist he has become! 

So if these two were to get into the 
ring—and believe me, we’ll never see it 
happen, since they're so close—it would 
be a great match. | don’t think you’d see 
any fists flying or kicks and gouges. It 
would be great scientific wrestling all the 
way. It would also be a match that video- 
tape traders would be dying to get a copy 
of, because it would be a thing of beauty. 

How long would it last? | think these 
guys, with their great conditioning, could 
wrestle for over an hour. | think that Bret 
would kick out from Owen’s flying press. | 
think Owen would be the first man to break 
Bret’s ‘‘sharpshooter.”’ And | think the 
match would be a draw. Hey, | may be cra- 
zy, but I’m not a fool! Why cheese off my 
two best buddies? 

Jim Neidhart, currently competing in sev- 
eral independent leagues, teamed with Bret 
Hart as The Hart Foundation and with 
Owen Hart as The New Foundation. 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 


As a veteran television commentator, 
I've seen more wrestlers than | can count. 
And | must say that I’ve never seen better 
all-around wrestlers than Bret and Owen 
Hart—but why stop there? Have you ever 
seen Keith, Bruce, and Smith Hart wrestle? 
They were all Hart brothers, and they were 
very good, too. What a family of talented 
athletes! 

And what a refreshing match this would 
be. Even in the WWF, neither of these 
guys come even close to being brawlers. 
True, Bret used to get nasty sometimes as 
a member of the early Hart Foundation, 
but he learned the error of his ways after a 
couple of years of Jimmy Hart’s stupidity. 
He knew he could make it on his own, and 
he went out and proved it. 

Owen's story has been much different. 
He’s been a major star everywhere but in 
the WWF, but I think his time is about to 
come. He’s often been picked on there 
becuase of his size—he’s only about 223 
pounds—but he’s showing that all the bulk 
in the world is no substitute for raw talent. 

But despite that raw talent, | have to go 
with Bret in this dream matchup. | don’t 
think there’s a better wrestler anywhere 
right now. That shouldn't be thought of as 
a slight on Owen, though. It’s just that | 
don’t think anybody could beat Bret right 
now. 

Sure, Owen would have his moments in 
the match. At one point, | could see his 
amazing dropkick sending Bret flying from 
the ring. But, knowing Bret, he’d use his 
time outside the ropes to develop his strat- 
egy. Then, Bret would return to the mat, tie 
his brother up, and score a pinfall—a 
beautiful, clean pinfall. 

Nick Bockwinkel has been a blow-by- 
blow announcer for WWF, AWA, and 
LPWA telecasts. He is a four-time former 
AWA World champion. 
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GOOFINESS—THE WWF’S TIME-HONORED TRADI- 
RON. | know how you feel right now, faithful readers. 


Every time Papa Shango starts vibrating like a mewling 
newborn baby, you just know he’s going to put one of 
his ‘‘spells’ on someone. And, if you’re like me, 
everytime he does it, you want to take your remote 
control and chuck it right through the front of your 
Trinitron. 

Just what is it about the WWF that the people who run 
it never want to put a premium on athletic competition, 
instead favoring freak shows? I’m not talking about just 
the post-1984 Vince McMahon Jr. expansion regime, ei- 
ther. Since 1963, the WWE and its previous incarnation, 
the WWWE (that stood for World Wide Wrestling Feder- 
ation until the late-’70s), have tormented fans with extra- 
curricular antics of only the most bizarre extremes. 

Look at the WWF's “‘storied’’ past: While AWA and 
NWA fans were thrilling to the athletic brilliance of Nick 
Bockwinkel and Lou Thesz, East Coast WWF fans 
watched The Kentucky Butcher and Tinker Todd. Sure, 
some true greats of the game have plied their trade in the 
WWF, from Bruno Sammartino and Bob Backlund to 
today’s Randy Savage and. Bret Hart. But for every 
Spiros Arion, there was a “Spaceman” Frank Hickey; for 
every Superstar Graham, a Mr. Haiti. The WWF, since 
its inception, has pushed the boundaries of acceptable 
taste—and seemingly shunted acceptable athleticism. It’s 
always been good to be outrageous in the WWF. 

“Hey, if you ain’t got the skill, then you gotta have 
flamboyance,”’ said Capt. Lou Albano, a truly great man- 
agerial mind, but a man who also allowed Moondogs Rex 
and King to suck the blood out of his cut arm in 1981 in 
one of the most disgusting televised moments ever. “‘After 
I became a WWF manager, I realized that nobody was 
enforcing the rules—nobody. I’d have my tag teams 
butcher preliminary wrestlers, they’d get carried back to 
the locker room on stretchers, and I’d never even get a 
slap on the wrist. I think a lot of other rulebreakers found 
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that out, too.” 

Under Albano’s management, wrestlers started to go to 
incredibly ridiculous extremes in order to hurt their foes. 
In 1972, Albano ordered his crazed protege, King Curtis, 
to go into the ring against Chief Jay Strongbow—with a 
plastic paint scraper tucked into his tights. Curtis used to 
wear odd wrist wrappings into the ring. Albano claimed 
they were remote control devices that would send electrical 
charges into Curtis’ brain when he got too wild. 


In the 1970s, Capt. Lou Albano managed The Executioners to the 
WWWE tag team title. This team had interchangeable members. 


Later, Albano brought Moondog Mayne to the WWF, 
and it was there that Mayne would bite the heads of raw 
flounder on TV interviews. Take it from me, it was nearly 
as repulsive as that great moment when The Ultimate 
Warrior puked green slime all over a bunch of WWF 
officials. You just had to be there. 

In 1981, while AWA and NWA fans got to thrill to 
classic World tag team champions such as Greg Gagne 
and Jim Brunzell and Ole and Gene Anderson, WWF 
fans were forced to put up with Rex and King baying at 
the moon between title defenses. In 1975, the great Nick 
Bockwinkel won his first AWA championship from leg- 
endary Verne Gagne. That same year, WWF fans 
watched Ivan Putski take on somebody named The Polish 
Prince in battles to determine ‘‘Poland’s greatest athlete.” 

Albano was always at the forefront of the ridiculous. 
In 1976, he led a pretty good masked tag team called The 
Executioners to the WWF World tag team title. Unfortu- 
nately, a third Executioner started showing up. Then a 
fourth. Then, in a shocking bit of rules enforcement, 
WWF President Willie Gilzenburg stripped Albano’s 
men—no matter how many of them there were—of the 
title. 

The Kentucky Butcher. The Honky Tonk Man and 
Peggy Sue. The Hangman. Kamala eating a live chicken 
on Tuesday Night Titans. For years, the WWF has fea- 
tured the goofiest, the oddest, the most extreme. 

Of course, nothing matches what has happened in the 
federation during the past year. We’ve see The Ultimate 
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The Honky Tonk Man may have been I-C champion, but he was one of 
many WWF competitors with a goofy image and limited skills, 
Warrior not only “‘hexed,’”’ but locked into Undertaker’s 
casket for minutes. We’ve seen Shango, his rolling eyes, 
green slime, and flaming body parts. We’ve seen Jake 
Roberts and his biting cobra, The Mountie and _ his 
megavolt shock sticks. 

We're not seeing wrestling, of course. But that’s noth- 
ing new for this particular federation. 

*Y’ll never forget one match,” said veteran S.D. Jones, 
still active in ITIWCCW and other federations. “It was 
around 1978 in Albany, New York, I think. My opponent 
was Baron Scicluna, a real tough guy, but he had a real 
lack of confidence, because never showed his skills much. 
He was more intent on smuggling foreign objects into the 
ring. He got much too wrapped up in baiting referees 
than in winning matches. 

“Anyway, he enters the ring and he starts teasing me 
with his big, red cape, like a bullfighter would. Then he 
turns his back on me and starts angering the fans by 
pulling a piece of steel out of his trunks, then hiding it 
under his arm or his foot. I knew what he was up to, but 
I didn’t want to let him know that. Four minutes go by, 
then five .. . I lunge at him, he leaves the ring, throws 
up his hands in disgust, and walks back to the dressing 
room. I won by countout, and I never touched him—and 
he never touched me!” 

I couldn’t help but think of Jones’ comments as I 
watched Papa Shango somehow light preliminary wrestler 
Brian Brieger’s feet on fire on WWF Superstars Of Wres- 
tling. Just antics, no wrestling. Shango never even touched 
Brieger. 

Don’t get me wrong. I’m from the East Coast. I grew 
up with the WWF. I’ve always been thrilled to watch fine 
athletes such as Strongbow, Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, 
and Savage. But there’s always been a very high goof 
quotient in the federation. 

Come to think of it, I must be the biggest goof of all 
... because I keep right on watching. Oo 
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i DECIDED to check 
out the new Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling fed- 
eration by attending one 
of their first cards in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Actually, | was_ invited 
down by Jim Cornette, a 
man with whom I’ve had 


because he didn’t think 
PWI gave him enough 
coverage. When | at- 
tempted to point out the 
stories in which he had 
been mentioned, he con- 
tinued to insist we hadn't 
done enough. 

Seeing there was noth- 


aor cigrences in the ing | could say to change 
past On this call, his mind, | excused my- 
though, Re WES self and sought out an- 
conciliatory. other wrestler to inter- 

“Hey, buddy, come view. | hadn’t even 
See my new team, The OR ; noticed what someone 


Heavenly Bodies,” Corn- 
ette crowed. “These 
guys could surpass The 
Midnight Express! Seri- 
ously! They already have 
Stan Lane. Heck, he was 
the driving force behind 
the Midnights. | put him 
in there with Tom Prichard and 
things really took off! Wait till you 
see what we’re gonna do next! 
Wait till you see ...” 

The words were tumbling out of 
Cornette’s mouth so fast | 
couldn’t understand half of what 
he was saying. When | finally con- 
vinced him to stop speaking for 
five seconds, | told him I'd be 
down there. 

“You won't be disappointed,” 
he said, then hung up. 

When | arrived in Knoxville, 
Cornette was not there to greet 
me, as he had promised. 
After stopping at my ho- 
tel, | drove to the Civic 
Coliseum. In the dressing 
room, | ran into Robert 
Gibson, whom | hadn't % 
seen since the days im- 
mediately following his 
breakup with Richard 
Morton. 

“To be honest with 
you, | don’t even think 
about that anymore,” 
Gibson confided. ‘“‘What 
Rick and | had for a lot 
of years was great. How 


can you argue with four Smoky Mountain tag team champions known as The Heavenly Bodies. 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


NWA World tag team titles? That 
was the past, though. It’s time for 
me to move on and start thinking 
about the future—my future. Here 
in Smoky Mountain, that’s what | 
intend to do.” 

| was about to ask Gibson an- 
other question when Paul Orn- 
dorff interrupted us. Both men 
were entrants in the tournament 
to decide a Smoky Mountain 
heavyweight champion. 

“What are you doing here?’’ he 
asked me with obvious contempt. 
He then proceeded to berate me 


Jim Cornette has fans taking notice of Stan Lane and Tom Prichard, the to something. | just didn't 


later told me: While Orn- 
dorff was arguing, Gib- 
son was glowering at 
him the whole time. 

Moments before the 
card began, | saw Corn- 
ette. When | called his 
name, he ignored me 
and ducked into the nearest 
dressing room. For some reason, 
between the time he called me 
and the time | arrived, his attitude 
toward me had changed. Had he 
asked me to come down here just 
to ignore me? 

| found out quickly enough. 
During the first match, | received 
a message to meet Cornette back 
in the dressing room. He apolo- 
gized for brushing me off and 
said he wanted to wait until the 
matches had started to see me. 

“Look, | know you want to get 
back to your seat as 
soon as possible,” the 
manager said. “I just 
wanted to pass along a 
™ message from Stan and 
= Tommy because they’re 
too busy right now to do 
™ it themselves. They want 
fee §=YOu to know they appre- 
taammee| Ciate you coming down 
here. That’s it. See you 
later.”’ He retreated into 
an adjoining room. 

| could not shake the 
feeling that they were up 


(Continued on page 64) 


T.V. SPORTS VIDEO PRESENTS HOT DEALS ON WRESTLING VIDEOS! 


WARLORDS OF THE RING 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage is locked in a cage of no 
escape with Ronnie Garvin for an unbelievable fight! 
Nicolai Volkoff takes on King Kong Brody in and out of 
the ring. Angelo Poffo manhandles Tony Fable in an 
unforgettable match of wrestling know-how and power. 
Also: Pez Whatley. vs. Chief Don Eagle: Iron Mike Sharpe, 
The Stallion and more! #270/ 90 min/ $14.95 


STARRCADE ’86: The Sky 
Walkers 
From The Omni in Atlanta and the Greensboro (N.C.) 
Coliseum. Highlights include: NWA champ Ric Flair vs. 
Nikita Koloff; Road Warriors vs. Midnights ona scaffold: 
“First Blood” match: Rhodes vs. Blanchard; Ron Garvin 
vs. Big Bubba; Rock ‘n’ Rolls vs. Andersons in a cage; 
Jones vs. Valiant — hair vs. hair! 

#136 / 90 min/ $29.95 


STARRCADE’S87: Chi-Town Heat 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Lex Luger for the U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship. Ric Flair vs. Ronnie Garvin for the World 
Heavyweight Championship. The Road Warriors against 
Arm Anderson and Tully Blanchard. Also Nikita Koloff vs. 
Terry Taylor and much, much more! 

#296 / 126 min/ $29.95 


STARRCADE ’88: True Grit 

The sixth annual Starrcade event and the first under the 

Turner banner! At the Scope in Virginia. Highlights 

include: Lex Luger's challenge of Ric Flair; Road War- 

riorsvs. Sting & Rhodes; Windhamvs. Bigelow; Rotundo 

vs. Rick Steiner, Midnights vs. Midnights and more! 
#137 / 125 min/ $29.95 


MASTERS OF MAYHEM 
World Championship Wrestling includes outrageous, 
out-of-control headslamming action. You'll see Randy 
Savage, Jerry Lawler, Rick Rude, The Road Warriors, 
Dutch Mantell, Dirty White Boys, The Interns, Junkyard 
Dog, midgets and much more! 

#269 / 90 min/ $14.95 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’86 
LIMITED SUPPLY!! Dusty Rhodes vs. Ric Flair ina steel 
cage, The Road Warriors vs. The Russians, Baby Doll, 
Dusty Rhodes & Magnum TA vs. Jim Cornette, The 
Midnight Express and Big Bubba and much more. 
#131 /90 min/ $29.95 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’87 
Featuring: Paul Ellering, The Road Warriors, Dusty 
Rhodes and Nikita Koloff battle the Four Horsemen and 
J.J. Dillon. Ten men locked in combat ina stee! cage! 
Nikita Koloff vs. Lex Luger; Ric Flair vs. Jimmy Garvin; 
Steve Williams, The Freebirds, The Rock'n RollExpress, 
The Midnight Express with Jim Cornette and more! 
#295 / 125 min/ $29.95 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’88 
The Price for Freedom 
The controversial Bash tour heats up with Ric Flair & Lex 
Luger in Baltimore. Also Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S 
title; triple cage “Tower of Doom” featuring Russian 
Assassin |, Ivan Koloff, Perez, Rotundo, & Sullivan vs 
Road Warriors. Garvins & Williams; Fantastics vs. Mid- 
nights; Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita Koloff & Sting. 
#132 / 126 min/ $29.95 


LIMITED TIME ONLY — ORDER NOW! 


For VISA or MASTERCARD Orders Call Toll Free: 1-800-729-0360. Or Fax: (203) 655-1486 


Remit to & make checks payable to: TV Sports Video, Inc. PO Box 1003, Darien, CT 06820-1003 


Name: 


Quantity 


CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS: 
Volume 4 
The “Season's Beatings” broadcast! You'll see: Steve 
Williams vs. The Italian Stallion; Ivan Koloff (with one 
hand tied behind his back) vs. Paul Jones; U.S.Tag Team 
Title Match: The Fantastics vs. “Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert 
and Ron Simmons and much more! 

#162 / 90 min/ $29.95 


SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 1: 
Monsters Of The Mat Vol. 3 
RARE!! Featuring: The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous 
Freebirds for the AWA World Tag Team Championship. 
Also Little Tokyo vs. Little Mr. T for Midget's World 
Championship; Crusher Blackwell vs. The Ugandan Gi- 
ant ina Bodyslam Match #158 / 60min / $24.95 


SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 2: 
Monsters Of The Mat Vol. 4 
RARE! Featuring: Boris Zukhov vsSergeant Slaughter; 
Mexican Heavyweight Championship: Mil Mascaras vs. 
Buddy Roberts; Tenryu, Baba, Tsuruta, vs. Harley Race 
and Long Riders: Kerry Von Erich vs. Jimmy Garvin with 
Valet Precious. #159 / 60min / $24.95 


SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 3: 
Monsters of The Mat Vol. 5 
RARE!! Featuring: Steve Regal vs. Brad Rheingans; 
Sherri Martel vs. Candi Devine: Hennig, Hall, Gagne vs 
Zbyszko, Stevens, Bockwinkle; Rick Martel vs. Stan 
Hansen! #160 / 60 min/ $24.95 


THE DANGER ZONE 

Hosted by Magnum T.A. & Missy Hyatt, this treasure 
trove of wrestling gems captures some of the most 
painful positions in the history of the sport! Features 
superstars like Dusty Rhodes, Ric Flair, Nikita Koloff, 
Ron Garvin and many, many more! #348/$19.95 


Item Price 


Address: __ 


City/State/Zip:_ 


Method of payment: J Check 


Card # 


_) Money Order 


OMmMc UOVisa 


Expiration Date = 


Signature 


For our foriegn customers: Include an additional $6.00 for 


Postage & Handling charges 
1 tape $4.00 
2-4 tapes $6.00 
5 or more tapes $10.00 


each tape to be shipped abroad. No PAL, only NTSC format. 


©1992 TV Sports Video inc. Ali nghts reserved 


Subtotal 
Sales Tax: 
(CT add 6%, NY add 8.5%) 
postage/handling ___ 


TOTAL —_ 


BY EDDIE ELLNER 


[Editor’s Note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Eddie Eliner himself. 
They do not necessarily represent the 
editorial views of this magazine.] 


REEDOM OF SPEECH may not 

grant me permission to yell 
“Fire!” in a crowded theater, but it 
does allow me to cry “Foul!’’ when I 
am witness to that very right being 
denied others. To wit, the brilliant 
Bobby Heenan. 

On consecutive airings of Prime 
Time Wrestling, “The Brain” has been 
prevented from revealing his brain- 
storms, On the first occasion, WWF 
overlord Vince McMahon sat the 
ghoulish Undertaker opposite Heenan 
for the entire show, intimidating 
Heenan into temporary fan favoritism. 
The following week, the boorish boss 
continually ignored or interrupted the 
federation’s most fertile mind, instead 
offering most of the show’s valuable 
air time to professional blowhard and 
soon-to-be-ex-champion Randy Savage. 

On a base level, the program was 
far less entertaining without ‘The 
Brain’s” banter. Colleague Chris 
Bernucca also notes that McMahon’s 
gag rule could adversely affect his 
WWF news column in Wrestle Ameri- 
ca, which contains a “Line of the 
Month” from the  golden-haired 
Heenan. 
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If you wish to contribute to Eliner’s mailbag, 


send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


This is the type of platform that should be provided for Bobby ‘‘The Brain’ Heenan, whose 
constitutional rights were denied by none other than his boss, WWF head Vince McMahon. 


But on a far deeper realm, the sup- 
pression of free speech is a direct viola- 
tion of our First Amendment rights. I 
urge Heenan to take legal action 
against his superior and to stand up 
for the rights of responsible journalists 
everywhere! 

While Heenan huddles with his law- 
yers, I shall muddle with the masses. 


Dear Eddie, 

One of my favorite wrestlers is 
Roddy Piper. Could you put his ad- 
dress in the magazine? 

CHAD AUSTIN 
Wytopitlock, ME 

Dear Chad, 
Of course I could. I believe you 
(Continued on page 60) 


S0,YOUTHINK WIN 


YOUKNOWA $500 
THING OR TWO NoNTHLY casi Piz 


WrestleMania Steel Cage Challenge game cartridge 


for the Nintendo Entertainment System, or a WWF 
Superstars 2 Game Boy cartridge. 
WRESTLING. .. 


Here is your chance to prove it. 
Take the PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and 
zo head to head with the editiors 
of PW1 in the trivia match of 


your life. If you can answer seven ALL NEW QUESTIONS STARTING 


consecutive questions correctly, OCTOBER 1. 1992 
without getting pinned, you can . 

earn the title “Undisputed If you can answer the following questions you 
Wrestling Trivia Champ” and could be the next $500 winner 

win $500 or a Nintendo or ; Actual Questions 

Genesis game cartridge, courtesy Which young WCW star is known as 


“The Natural’’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 
3) Dustin Rhodes 


4) Robert Redford 
Who portrayed Thunderlips in the film 
Rocky Ill? 


1) Hulk Hogan 


2) Lou Albano 
3) Jesse Ventura 
| ie | 4) Rick Martel 


Which of the following wrestlers 
$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. “Ravishing”? 
P Brad. P P 1) Ron Ritchie 
2) Dusty Rhodes 
3) Rick Steamboat 


of Acclaim Entertainment. 


4) Rick Rude 
: ee : True or False: Jesse Ventura was 
Fer This service is available on both a member of the elite Navy Seals. 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 1) True 


2) False 


How did you do? If you’re up for the challenge and want 
to put your wrestling knowledge to work, call now and 
go for the $500. 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations an 
Cali as often as you like. The contest begins October 15, 1992, and continues through January 15, 1993. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge. for each call is 
$1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and G.C. London Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling iiustrated. No: purchase 
necessary to participate. Void in MN, Nu, LA, GA and where prohibited by faw. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second chance drawing. The odds of winning are 
dependent upon the number of entries. Complete niles and mail-in entnes are available by sending @ self-addressed stamped envelope 10 PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 
49333. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner. From October 15, 1992, 
till January 15, 1993, a lotal of 24 game cartridges will be awarded. The game. cartridges will be compatible with one of the following systems: Nintendo (retail value $50), Super 
Nintendo (retail value $60), Game Boy {retail value $30), or Genesis/ Sega (retail value $55). G.C. London Publishing Associales will setect the game cartridge winners and, at 
their discretion, select the game cartridge to be awarded. Game cartridges are provided courtesy of Acclaim Entertainment. Acclaim Entertainment's involvement in this contest is 
firnited to offering the game cartridges as prizes only. No substitutions or exceptions allowed. 


Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 
Answer” forum with an important 


figure in the wrestling world. It is your Q: Sting, the first thing I want to 
h fe alii touch upon is not any of your re- 
cnance to meet wrest Ing S iggest stars cent matches, but your attitude. I 
as they answer the questions uppermost in think what's most noteworthy 
pee about you, as WCW World cham- 

the fans minds pion, is the pride you take in the 


entire federation. You’re not in it 
for yourself, you’re in it for every- 
one: fan favorites, rulebreakers, 
and, of course, the fans. 

A: Well, I don’t think that should 

come as any surprise, especially to 
a professional like yourself. Let me 
put it this way, Dave. As a wres- 
tling writer, you take pride in your 
own work, correct? 

Q: Of course. 

A: But you also take pride in the mag- 
azines that you work for, and of 
course that means everyone has to 
give their best, correct? 

: Sure. It’s called teamwork. 

: Well, I’m not sure it’s teamwork, 
but it’s everybody working together 
for the common good, which, of 
course, leads back to the individual 
good. If this federation isn’t spe- 
cial, then its champion isn’t special. 
I try to act as properly as possible 
and set a good example. I’m the 
champ. In your world, I’d be the 
editor. 

Q: Well put, Sting. And is there any- 

thing about your world that’s both- 
ering you right now? 


Sting knows that wrestlers like Cactus Jack are trying to cripple him, but that doesn’t mean A: There can always be improvements. 
he likes it. The WCW World champion has no respect for those who deliberately injure foes. I totally disagree with the way The 
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STING 


IHERE MIGHT NOT be a more difficult job in the world than being WCW 
World champion. Especially if, like Sting, you’re a fan favorite. With The 
Dangerous Alliance always lurking, serious injury is always a possibitity. The belt is 
never safe. It’s always under attack. 
But somehow Sting has survived his first six months in his second reign as WOW 
World champ. He’s had to deal with the aftereffects of two serious injuries—a 
fractured left patella tendon in 1990 and busted ribs at the hands of Big Van 
Vader—but the belt is still strapped securely around Sting’s waist. 

There’s no secret to Sting’s success. With hard work and perseverance, he’s over- 
come the odds and gained everyone’s respect. He’s also gained the valuable friend- 
ship of Nikita Koloff, who recently turned down an offer to join The Dangerous 
Alliance. Sting was touched. 

With so many challengers put aside, so many challenges still await the ever-popu- 
lar Sting. There are wrestlers to be wrestled, issues to be dealt with, and the all-im- 
portant job of being champion to carry out. Still, Sting found time in his busy 
schedule to talk with Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum. 


Dangerous Alliance goes about its 
business. I think Cactus Jack 
should be put away somewhere so 
that the rest of us are safe. But the 
federation is pretty hot right now 
and I think the fans are getting 
their money’s worth. That’s what 
this is all about, you know, the 
fans getting their money’s worth. 
That’s what we do this for. With- 
out them, we’re nothing. 

Q: Sure, but a lot of people don’t see 
it that way. Without the fans, 
there’s no money to pay your sala- 
ry. There’s nobody to buy our 
magazines. And, of course, when 
the superstar of a federation is 
sidelined, it takes away from every- 
body’s pockets. I guess The Dan- 
gerous Alliance hasn’t realized that. 

A: That’s because The Dangerous Al- 
liance can’t think so far ahead. 
Heck, they can barely see their 
own noses. When Lex Luger and 
Madusa injured me before my 
U.S. title match against Rick Rude, 
that was bush. It also deprived the 
fans of what they wanted to see. 
When Vader cracked my ribs a few 
weeks before Wrestle War, I have 
no doubt that was on purpose. 
And it also deprived the fans. 

Q: You know, this subject is kind of 


interesting because there’s been | % | 
similar talk in the National Hockey 


League. Some of the sport’s great- One year ago, Sting and Nikita Koloff were involved in a violent feud. But Koloff has come 
est stars, such as Wayne Gretzky to Sting’s aid twice in recent months, proving his allegiance to the ‘‘Stinger.” 
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Since becoming World champion, Sting has 
battled with Dangerous Alliance members, 
including U.S. titlist Rick Rude (above) and 
TV champ “Stunning” Steve Austin (below). 
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and Mario Lemieux, have com- 
plained about the excessive violence 
in the sport. Lemieux has talked 
about quitting because of it, which 
would deprive the fans of seeing a 
great player. That would have a 
devastating effect on the league. 


: Well, don’t get me wrong. I’m not 


even thinking about quitting. When 


my opponents get me thinking that 
way, then I'll really be in trouble. 
But I can see where Mario and 
Wayne are coming from. This is a 
sport, it’s not who can injure who. 


: Injuring an opponent is pretty 


easy, isn’t it? 


: Oh yeah, it’s the easiest thing in 


the world. A hard knee to the 
groin, 2 sleeperhold held a little 
too long, any one of a number of 
things could end somebody’s career 
or at least take a guy out for 
months. Being vicious is easy. Be- 
ing an efficient and effective wres- 
tler is difficult. 


: Are you mad about the injuries? 
: Mad? Yeah, I’m a little angry. I’ve 


always tried to act right and give 
people chances and then they go 
and take advantage. Listen, there’s 
no way I can take on everyone in 
The Dangerous Alliance at once. 
There’s just too many of them. 
But then they go and cackle and 
boast because they sent. me to the 
hospital. Well, congratulations, 
guys. And how about Vader? He 
didn’t know I was injured? That’s 
a load of bull, because a fan wrote 
to me and told me he could hear 
the crack from 30 rows away. 
Vader knew what he was doing. 


: But the competition gets more and 


more dangerous. You’re a few 
days away from wrestling Cactus 
Jack at Beach Brawl, and that 
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won’t be too easy, either. 


: No, it won’t, but it’s just part of 


being champion. Heck, you think 
Ric Flair had it easy? You think it 
was easy wrestling all of those 
matches against Steamboat and 
Luger? No way! Being a champion 
is hard work. But it’s also very 
rewarding and a lot of fun, too. I 
wouldn’t give it up for the world. 
Obviously. And I guess another 
thing you wouldn’t give up for the 
world is your friendship with 
Nikita Koloff. 


: Hey, Nikita’s a great man and a 


great wrestler. I knew the second 
part when I was involved in that 
feud with him last year. Now I 
know the first part. The Dangerous 
Alliance really tested him. They 
waved a lot of money in front of 
his face, but Nikita turned it down. 
You know, a few hours after that, 
he called me on the phone and 
said, “Buddy, I hope you weren’t 
worried.”’ Well, yeah, I was wor- 
ried, but not anymore. I know 
who my friends are. 


: And that’s certainly not easy in this 


sport, is it? 

Sometimes it’s close to impossible, 
especially when you’ve got the belt. 
But if Nikita wants a title shot, he 
can have one. He deserves it. And 
I wouldn’t turn around and get 
mad at him for asking for one. 
Hey, when I was a kid growing up, 
I used to play stickball and basket- 
ball with all of my friends. I want- 
ed to beat them, but that didn’t 
make them my enemies. 


: How strong is your friendship with 


Nikita? 


: Very strong. 
: Like your friendship with Lex 


. 


Luger? 


: Let’s not talk about that. That’s 


history. 


: And teaming with Nikita, that’s 


something you enjoy? 


: It’s a learning experience for both 


of us. As you know, we’re both 
better singles wrestlers, so teaming 
together gives us a chance to work 
on some things. 


: So what’s next for you, after Cac- 


Sting’s match with Big Van Vader was no 
dance. The champion had his ribs broken 
by the ruthless 445-pound rulebreaker. 


A: 
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tus Jack? 

Well, first there’s Cactus Jack, but 
then there’s a whole bunch of chal- 
lengers waiting for me. Rude wants 
my belt. Well, m’bucko, come and 
get it. Steve Austin is rising quick- 
ly. I think he’s only a few wins 
away from title contention. A lot 
of the top-10 guys, like Ron 
Simmons, are fan favorites, which 
is great, but if the officials want 
me in there against them, I have 
no choice but to meet ’em. 

So it’s open season on Sting? 
Not exactly. If people want to 
wrestle me fairly, that’s fine. But I 
think it’s time for WCW to crack 
down on the blatant attempts to 
injure. It isn’t good for anyone. I 
think the new top man, Bill Watts, 
will help greatly there. 

Well said, Sting. And thank you 
for your time. 

No problem, Dave. I guess I want- 
ed to get some things off of my 
chest and this was the perfect op- 
portunity. It was my pleasure. LI 
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HE SCREAMS COULD be ey 

heard throughout the locker : 
rooms at The Omni in Atlanta. It 
was Paul E. Dangerously, and he 


was not pleased. 

“How could you do 

that? How could you?” 

he yelled. “You're 

compromising us. You’re 

compromising the Alliance! Wy), / 

You're putting everything at risk!” Lf 
It was not known if Dangerously if. 

was on the phone, or if he was hav- 

ing a face-to-face meeting witha 


member of his cooperative. It was 
known that he was extremely an- 


gry. In his mind, someone had 

breached security. He (or she) 

had committed an almost 

unforgivable sin. ly 


Not long ago, The Dangerous Alliance 
was the most formidable organization in the 
sport. Its leader, Paul E. Dangerously, was in 
complete control of his charges. Then the 
trouble began. Some members of the 
Alliance stopped listening to Paul E. Now he’s 
desperate to make everyone believe all is well 


94 \ Photos by Duane Long 


PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY’S 
HUSH MONEY 


aR gt ge et me a 


The moment of truth: As Sting ducks away, Larry Zbyszko clobbers Bobby Eaton with the 


turnbuckle hook, costing the Alliance the match (above). Steve Austin screams out in 
agony during his TV title loss to Barry Windham (below), another Alliance setback. 


Wrestle War ’92, where the Alli- 
ance lost its War Games encoun- 
ter to Sting and his “Squadron.” 
Paul E. was convinced he had 
mapped out the perfect game plan 
for the match. Obviously, he 
hadn't. 

All this recent bad news has 
forced Dangerously to take mea- 
sures that are desperate even by 
his standards. . 

On one occasion, after Steve 
Austin had given Managing Editor 
Bob Smith a lengthy interview for 
his Pro Wrestling Illustrated col- 
umn, “The Steel Cage,” Danger- 
ously approached Smith and 
asked him not to report on his 
conversation with Austin, a talk 
during which “Stunning” Steve ex- 
pressed some doubts about the di- 
rection in which his career was 
going. 

When Smith refused, the manag- 
er offered to pay him to keep Aus- 
tin’s comments out of print. 

“T was shocked, absolutely 
shocked,” Smith recalls. “He was 
actually trying to bribe me. I told 
him I didn’t want his money. He 
said to me, ‘Consider it a fee, 
nothing more.’ I asked him what 
he meant by that, but he didn’t say 
anything else.” 

Dangerously has made similar 
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offers to other Wrestler reporters. 
He appears to be most concemed 
with covering up statements made 
by Austin and by Larry Zbyszko. 
After Wrestle War, the womies 
about what Zbyszko might say 
grew even greater. 

“The Cruncher” took a lot of 
flak from his teammates when he 
accidentally slugged Bobby Eaton 
with the hook connecting the turn- 
buckle to the ringpost in the midst 
of the intense action during War 
Games. The plan had been for 
Zbyszko to hit Sting, but the “Sting- 
er’ moved out of the way and Ea- 
ton took the blow. 


After the loss, Dangerously and 
his men, along with Madusa, Di- 
rector of Covert Operations, gath- 
ered around Zbyszko and started 
berating him. “The Cruncher” 
pleaded innocence, claiming that 
Sting had moved out of the way 
too quickly for him to avoid 
smacking Eaton with the hook. 

When Zbyszko tried to confront 
Dangerously face to face, Rick 
Rude headed him off. The team- 
mates argued for a few more min- 
utes before leaving the ring to- 
gether, barely. 

Zbyszko may deny it, but he’s 
privately telling friends that after 
what happened at Wrestle War, 
he’s ready to leave the Alliance. 

“Larry has just about had it with 
all the blame that’s been heaped 


upon him,’ said one associate. 
“He would have been willing to 
take some of the blame for hitting 
Eaton, but they tried to hang all 
the blame on the guy. There has 
to be some give and take, but on 
Paul E.’s side, it’s all take.” 

In the face of such comments, 
Dangerously insists the Alliance is 
more together than it has been at 
any point in its short history. 

“Larry can come to me anytime 
he has a problem,” Dangerously 
said. “We have no secrets from 
each other. Sure, we had a little 
blow-up at Wrestle War. We’re 
both very intense competitors. We 


wanted to win the thing and we 
didn’t. What’s wrong with losing 
your temper every once in a 
while? 

“Look, the Alliance is a solid 
unit,’ Paul E. added. “Tt’ll take a 


(above), it left the Alliance with just one champion. Gone are the days when Bobby Eaton, 
Arm Anderson, and the rest ran roughshod over fan favorites like Dustin Rhodes (below). 


When the Steiners upended Arn Anderson and deth 


lot more than one argument to tear 
us apart.” 

The manager was even more 
resolute in denying the charges 
that he has been offering “hush 
money” to select journalists. 
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roned the WCW World tag champs 


“You talk about alleged payoffs, 
but do you have any proof, other 
than the word of people in a pro- 
fession that is notoriously loose 
with the truth?” Dangerously chal- 
lenged. “Before you start tossing 
out these allegations, you’d better 
make sure you have all the facts 
down.” 

Dangerously may protest, but 
the facts are clear: He has tried to 
delude the public into believing 
The Dangerous Alliance is still a 
dangerous alliance. While it’s tue 
the group remains a force in 
WCW, it clearly has been hurt by 
all the dissension. But don’t tell 
Paul E. that. 

“About a year from now, when 
the Alliance possesses every ma- 
jor title in this federation, you'll re- 
gret that you ever questioned my 
integrity,’ he asserted. “Further- 
more, I'll really be in a position to 
make life miserable for you guys, 
or to make it more pleasant. Think 
about it.” 

Bigger payoffs, Paul E.? Forget 
it. We’re not for sale! O 
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The action and excitement of American wrestling 
have been discovered by mat fans across the 
Atlantic. In the United Kingdom, they’re getting a 
big taste of the WWF and WCW-—and loving it. 
And there’s more to come, because British fans 
are demanding the very best! 


IY RIA. 
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When WCW made its tour of England last year, one of its stops was The Olympia. Fans in England may be the 
recipients of the first British pay-per-view event—SummerSlam ‘92, in London's Wembley Stadium. 


By Andy Rodriguez 


RO WRESTLING ISN’T new 

to the United Kingdom. Fans 
there have enjoyed the fan favor- 
ites and rulebreakers of the mat 
sport for as long as fans in North 
America or anywhere else have. 
In the 1980s, however, interest 
in the sport began to drop off 
sharply. At one point, it got so 
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bad that the local British promo- 
tions lost their television time. 
But now wrestling is back in a 
big way, thanks to an American 
invasion. The WWF and WCW, 
America’s “Big Two” promotions, 
now have become a permanent 
part of the British mat scene. 
The WWF began broadcasting 
its television programs in the U.K. 
on a regular basis in the mid-’80s. 


By the time of its first tour, in 
1989, fans were ready for the in- 
flux of American grapplers they’d 
been watching for years. 

“The main events in London 
and Birmingham [England] were 
Hulk Hogan vs. Randy Savage, 
and both cards were sellouts,” re- 
calls Colin Bowman, chief British 
correspondent for Inside 
Wrestling. 


Since then, the WWF _ has 
made several more tours of the 
U.K. After WrestleMania VIII, they 
included stops in London, Belfast, 
Glasgow, and Sheffield, England, 
on their European tour. Wildly 
cheering crowds in each city con- 
firmed the growing popularity of 
American wrestling. 

WCW has given British fans 
even more: a choice. Their TV 


Clockwise from top left: Jimmy Hart does some advertising; the 
WWF invades Wembley Arena; souvenirs on display; and Bobby 
“The Brain” Heenan doesn’t seem happy about overseas travel. 


programs are as readily available 
as the WWFP’s. Last December, 
WCW made its first tour of the 
U.K., and they’re definitely plan- 
ning to go back. 

Bowman reports. that while 
crowds were somewhat disap- 
pointing for that inaugural “Roar 
Power” tour last year, many Brit- 
ish fans consider WCW their fa- 
vorite federation. 


“The tour wasn’t promoted very 
well, and it came close to Christ- 
mas,”’ Bowman said. “Those are 
a couple of reasons for the poor 
turnout. However, that doesn’t 
mean there aren’t a lot of fans 
here for WCW. There are many.” 

“Just as it is in the States, 
there are fans here who don’t par- 
ticularly like the WWF style of 
wrestling,” Hugh Wigham, a 
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WCW aficionado from Manches- 
ter, England. ‘‘Many of us consid- 
er it too flashy. While it’s true that 
the WWF has many fine athletes, 
WCW seems to put a higher price 
on good, solid wrestling. | would 
rather see the Steiners execute 
one of their stunning moves than 
The Ultimate Warrior charge 
around the ring like a madman.” 

WWF and WCW wrestlers re- 
ciprocate the enthusiasm. 

“When a whole new group of 
fans gets to see you in action, 
that’s a tremendous thrill,’ Scott 
Steiner said. “They have an ap- 
preciation for the sport, because 
for a long time they didn’t have 
the chance to see us live. So real- 
ly, it’s a great opportunity. | look 
forward to coming back.” 

P.N. News, who most recently 
competed in the WWC, says that 
when he toured the U.K. as a 
WCW wrestler, he was surprised 
by the knowledge British fans 
displayed. 

“| wasn’t sure how much they 
would know about us here in the 
States,” News admitted. ‘In many 
ways, they’re just as savvy as 
American fans. Hey, it just proves 
that wrestling is wrestling, no mat- 
ter where you are.” 

American wrestling also is hav- 
ing a great influence on native 
British: grappling. Bowman reports 
that several British federations are 
experimenting with American 
rules. [Traditionally, promotions in 
the U.K. have used a round sys- 
tem, like boxing. Matches are 
scheduled for anywhere between 
three and 10 rounds lasting three 
minutes each.] 

“They're cashing in on the 
American boom,” observed Bow- 
man, “although they’re only giv- 
ing us about four matches per 
card. It isn’t enough, especially af- 
ter what we’ve seen from the 
American promotions.”’ 

Things may get even more ex- 
citing for U.K. fans. At press time, 
negotiations were proceeding to 
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Kerry Von Erich poses with an ador- 
ing fan (above) and Dustin Rhodes 
spends some time in the ring with 
Giant Haystacks (right), one of Brit- 
ain’s most popular wrestlers. 


Wwcw Magazine 
covered WCW’s 
most recent U.K. 
tour in its April 
1992 issue (above). 


Jimmy Garvin of WCW is ina 
jam against Steven Regal, a 
British competitor (above). 


Manager Paul Bearer makes a rare 
appearance outdoors (above). 


The battle royal 
format gives 
British fans a 
chance to see 
20 of the 
world’s best in 
the ring at the 
same time. 
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bring SummerSlam ’92 to Lon- 
don’s Wembley Stadium. 

“The fans I’ve talked to about 
that were instantly excited,” Bow- 
man reported. “I’ve already re- 
ceived 30, 40 calls from people 


Ring announcer Gary 
Michael Cappetta 
points out WCW’s U.K. 
tour poster (above). 


Although at one time a 
vicious rulebreaker, 
perhaps the most pop- 
ular wrestler in En- 
gland is The Undertak- 
er (left), choking the 
life out of his foe. 


asking about tickets.” 

An informal poll of U.K. fans 
reveal what should not be a sur- 
prise: They like and dislike many 
of the same things their American 
counterparts do. 


Outside a hotel, ‘British Bulldog’ Davey Boy 
Smith signs autographs for his country mates. 


“The Undertaker has always 
been my favorite, even when he 
was doing evil things,’ said Patty 
Reed of Birmingham. “I’m thrilled 
now that he’s hearing a lot more 
cheers. He may be a rather 
ghoulish looking fellow, but he is 
an outstanding competitor.” | 

“! can’t stand Rick Rude!” 
opined Harry Powell of Sheffield. 
“He thinks he is the only man in 
WCW worth watching, but he’s 
just a pathetic fool. In fact, | hope 
the entire Dangerous Alliance falls 
apart very quickly.” 

It’s true; the U.K. has caught 
wrestling fever. 

“| had always hoped the Ameri- 
can leagues would put on live 
shows here,” said Stella Gardner 
of Glasgow. ‘‘My only regret is 
that they don’t come here more 
often, but | realize how difficult 
that would be. In any event, all 
this American wrestling is good 
for the promotions here. It will 
make them better.” 

Yes, the U.K. has caught wres- 
tling fever. And the temperature 
continues to rise. O 
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factics again: 


st Siene fi iin 


braving 


N JUNE 16, Rick and Scott Steiner lost to Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 
and Terry Gordy in the second round of the NWA World tag team 
tournament. 

On June 26, the Steiners defeated Big Van Vader and Bam Bam Bigelow 
in Tokyo to recapture the IWGP tag team championship. 

Which date do you think would be more important to the Steiners? 

Wrong. 

“Hey, no way Williams and Gordy should have beat us!” Rick asserted. 
“No way those guys are better than us. I don’t care howit happened, it just 
shouldn't have happened!” 

“Look, we’re not saying that winning back the IWGP belts isn’t a great 
accomplishment,” said Scott. “It is. We just don’t want anybody to think 
we can’t beat those guys.” 

The tone of their comments suggests the Steiners are perturbed—really 
ticked off. What they are saying is this: It’s great to hold two major champi- 
onships at once. It’s a temendous honor. But it would be even better to 
beat back the challenge from Williams and Gordy. 

Both Rick and Scott are focused completely on 


Rick and Scott Steiner are this goal. It is no longer a question of what needs 
to be done. Now it’s a question of tactics. Just 


the WCW World tag team how, they are asking themselves, do we beat 


champions. They're alsothe these guys? The search for an answer is threaten- 
ing the Steiners’ very stability as a team. 


IWGP fag team champions. Rick and Scott refuse to criticize each other in 
So what's the problem? The public, but through conversations with several of 

° eae their closest friends and associates, it has been 
problem 1S Steve Williams learned that the brothers are sharply split over 
and Terry Gordy. The threat _ strategy. 


° Scott would like to use his and his brother’s con- 
they pose to € Steiners has lsiderable scientific and technical skills to stymie 


the-brother duo more confused. Doc and Gordy. 


* “The way Scott sees it? one associate aid, “he 
than they’ ve ever been | and Rick Fo wrestle circles around those guys. 


Stressed-Dut papers = 


Hekk: they can wréstle circles around anybeae. 
Scott believes the best way to tun back these 
guys, ig te just get in there and dazzle them with all 
their best maneuvers.” 

On, the other hand, Rick thinks he and his broth- 
er aré strong and rugged enough to outbrawl two 
of the sport’s most powerful athletes. 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


The Steiners have had their troubles with the 
challengers, losing and managing a draw. 


“Rick would prefer to just go in 
there and beat up these guys,” 
said a training partner of his. “He 
doesn’t give a damn about all 
these niceties. He just wants to get 
in there and kick some butt.” 

Here’s the problem: Rick and 
Scott both have become con- 
vinced that their way is the only 
way. They’ve started arguing with 
one another over which method is 
best. Because of this internal dis- 


ie x 


pute, their matches against Wil- 
liams and Gordy lack focus. They 
use both the brawling and scientif- 
ic styles, but with limited success. 

“This is really hurting them,” 
said a friend. “They would have 
beaten Williams and Gordy con- 
vincingly several times if they had 
agreed on a cohesive game plan. 
They're being held back not by 
their skills, but by a kind of stub- 
bornness. I mean, it hasn’t pro- 
gressed to the point where it’s 
hurting their performance against 
other teams, but it could get to 
that point soon.” 

As their friend implied, the 
Steiners continue to wrestle bril- 
liantly against other competition. 
Their IWGP tag title win over the 
highly regarded team of Vader 
and Bigelow was extremely im- 
pressive. And since regaining the 
WCW World belts from Bobby 
Eaton and Am Anderson, they’ve 
proven themselves incredibly wor- 
thy champions. 

Still, the dissension is affecting 
them. After one recent title de- 
fense, Rick and Scott were seen 
huddled in a corner, arguing ani- 
matedly. This incident was related 
to us by several wrestlers, none of 
whom were able to hear the con- 
tent of the conversation. 

Nevertheless, the 


episode 


Despite being the younger brother, Scott has always appeared to be the one in charge. This could be 


one of the reasons for the recent dissension between the three-time tag team champions. 
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serves to illustrate a growing ten- 
sion between Rick and Scott. As 
the disappointing matches with 
Williams and Gordy mount, so do 
the doubts. Those doubts aren't 
raised by their fans. The Steiners 
are questioning themselves. 

‘It’s nothing like we've ever 
seen from them,” said a friend. 
‘Tve always thought they were 
two guys who knew what they 
were doing in that ring at all times. 
They've always been very full of 
confidence. Now they seem really 
tense in there. It has to be hurting 
them.” 

More significantly, the current 
dispute over the best way to de- 
feat Gordy and Williams is more 
than an argument over tactics. It’s 
about leadership. Just who is lead- 
ing the Steiners? Rick, or Scott? 

Since the brothers decided to 
team full-time in 1989, younger 
brother Scott has always seemed 
more in control than Rick. As Rick 
laughs and jokes and charges 
around the ring, Scott explains 
what he and his brother intend to 
do to this opponent or that. To 
many fans, it appears that Scott 
runs the show while Rick plays the 
part of court jester. 

However, there is a serious side 
to older brother Rick. He knows 
precisely when to stop fooling 
around and start getting busy. He 
also has several years’ more expe- 
rience than Scott. There’s virtually 
nothing about the sport his little 
brother could teach him. 

Again, both Rick and Scott insist 
their trouble beating Williams and 
Gordy is only temporary. “We'll 
get back on track soon enough,” 
said Scott. “Talk about a minor set- 
back; this is it as far as me and my 
brother are concerned. Don’t shed 
any tears over us.” 

Tears, no. But there is legitimate 
concem that if the Steiners don’t 
resolve their differences quickly, 
they'll risk more than humiliating 
losses to Williams and Gordy. 
Much more. O 


aa ACTION USA 


LONDON, ENGLAND 


How far Irwin R. Schyster is about to 
fall—and how far Money Inc. has fallen! 
When Animal of The Legion of Doom 
hoisted the IRS into this gorilla press, the 
renegade tax accountant saw his career 
flash before his eyes. And Schyster and 
his partner, Ted DiBiase, were thorough- 
ly humiliated by the LOD during this fea- 
tured tag match at SummerSlam ‘92. Un- 
fortunately for staunch LOD fans, Hawk 
left the team to be replaced by Crush just } 

two weeks after this victory. 


ACTION USA 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


In one of the most controversial champi- 
onship matches in WWF history, an en- 
raged Bruno Sammartino chokes out 
Bruiser Brody during this 1976 Madison 
Square Garden war. This bout was one 
of the few times that the “Living Legend” 
was pinned, but Brody didn’t win the title. 
The decision was reversed after the refer- 
ee learned that Brody used the ropes for 
leverage. The next month, Sammartino 
trounced Brody and gained a huge mea- 
: sure of revenge. : 


ACTION USA 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


WW 


Has there ever been a more natural rival- 
ry than the one between WCW World 
champion Ron Simmons and U.S. cham- 
pion Rick Rude? Simmons is a soft-spo- 
ken, humble “‘people’s champion’’; Rude 
is arrogant, conceited, and couldn’t care 
less about the fans. When these super- 
stars locked up at Dallas’ famous Sporta- 
torium, even longtime followers of the 
feud were shocked by the intensity of the 
battle. Only Simmons’ title was on the 
line, which turned out to be a saving 
grace for Rude, the loser of the match. 


LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


UW 


It's all-out mayhem as Moondog Cujo 
drives a wooden spike into the neck of 
Jerry Lawler—while ‘‘The King” rakes 

the eyes of the rabid rulebreaker—during 

this wild USWA steel cage anything-goes 
tag team championship match. Despite 
the best (or worst) efforts of Cujo, Spike, 
and manager Richard Lee, Lawler and 
Jeff Jarrett retained their title, kept The 

j Moondogs at bay—and kept the foul rule- f 


breakers from further tarnishing a cham- 
pionship they nearly destroyed. 


Carpentier-Thesz 


THE NIGHT THE 
LEGENDS BATTLED! 


Two legendary wrestlers 


metin 1957 for one of 
grappling’s great 
confrontations. No one 
who saw Lou Thesz and 
Edouard Carpentier in 
this great match will 
ever forget it 


Above: Edouard 
Carpentier uses 
his great power 
and agility to 
send Lou Thesz 
crashing to the 
canvas after a 
test of strength 
early in the 
battle. Left: 
Thesz cruelly 
rubs his elbow 
across Edouard’s j 
eves as the bout x So 

goes on. Right: A. PERFECTLY CONDI- 
Carpentier flips ™ TIONED and determined Lou 
Deen cae of a Thesz_ strode into the Chicago 
Thesz headlock! mphitheatre intent on destroying the 
Edouardis skill growing reputation of the incredible 
and agility win Edouard Carpentier. The fans who 
him this battle. Witnessed this 1957 battle will never 


forget it. (Continued on page 62) 
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You can learn a lot about a man by the 
way he behaves outside the public 
spotlight. Get ready to learn alot about 


Ric Flair 


IC FLAIR SAT back in his black 

leather chair, propped his feet 
up on the large oak desk, and re- 
laxed. It was the first chance he had 
all morning to spend a few minutes 
unwinding. The rest would be brief. 
There was still more business to 
attend to. 

Just as Ric was setting into his 
comfortable position, the tele- 
phone rang. One of Flair’s fans was 
on the other end. The two chatted 
for a few minutes about various 
subjects before Ric terminated the 
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After a casual but intense day 

at the office (left), Ric can 

be found unwinding on long and 
scenic drives in his brand new 
Cadillac (right). He buys a 

new Cadillac every single year! 


phone conversation. 

A visitor to Ric’s office is usually 
astounded by the throes of luxury in 
which Flair surrounds himself. He 
uses the office to handle his vast 
amounts of fan mail, correspond- 
ence, and business transactions. He 
can often be found there at odd 
hours of the day or night, pouring 
over minute details of his life out- 
side the wrestling arena. 

“| found | needed an office like 
this to keep my activities going,” 
said Flair. ‘There is a lot of work in 
being the most popular wrestler in 
the country—strike that—most 
popular wrestler in the world. | have 
fan letters coming here from every 
part of the globe. | think it’s 
important | answer each one, so 
everyone, everywhere, can know 
how great | am. 

“In addition, | have vast holdings 
in property, resort hotels, and 
several thousand shares of very 
profitable stocks. Indeed, | just 


RIC < 
FLAIR'S | 


made a lot of money investing in 
companies manufacturing medical 
instruments. They're guaranteed to 
make money every time. 

“So you can see, | need an office 
like this just to keep up with myself. 
And when you're the greatest 
around, you have to have the great- 
est office around. That is exactly 
what | have.” 

Ric worked closely with a pro- 
fessional interior decorator in 
designing the suite of offices he 
uses. Their collaboration produced 
a beautifully appointed office, re- 
flecting the personality of its user. 

The walls of the inner office, used 
as Flair’s private study, are covered 
with a rich, walnut paneling. 
Decorating various spots on the 
wall are pictures of Ric in his 


If Ric wants a snack while he 

is in the office, all he has 

to do is go to his executive 
refrigerator (right). “My fine 
secretary,” Ric says, “always 
keeps it stocked.with the best 
foods—with nothing inorganic!” 


greatest victories in the mat wars. 
Ric is very proud of those pictures. 
“This is a very valuable collection,” 
said Ric. “After all, they are great 
pictures of the greatest wrestler 
ever at his greatest!” 

A dark, plush carpeting lines the 
floors of the office. ‘It is obvious,” 
said Flair, ‘this office is not used for 
wrestling or training or anything 
like that. This carpet is very ex- 
pensive. We are all business here. 
There's no fooling around when you 


come to my office. That’s the secret 
behind being a professional.” 

The other office in the white suite 
is used by his receptionist / secre- 
tary. In this outer wallpaper-lined 
office is a refrigerator, a couch, 
mailboxes, and files for Flair’s im- 
portant papers. The refrigerator is 
there in case Ric gets hungry and 
wants to grab a quick snack. 

Ric’s secretary handles all in- 
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Left: Ric is 

very careful to 
sort out his 
mail. He must 
choose which of 
the hundreds he 
receives weekly 
to answer first 
and which can 
wait. Above: A 
good secretary 
is hard to find 
and Ric's “gal 
Friday,” Desiree 
Feldman, is one 
of the best. A 
hard worker, she 
always arrives 
early and leaves 
long past her 
quitting time. 


coming calls to the office. She often 
finds herself speaking with some of 
the most influential people in the 
financial community, as well as 
Flair’s large legion of fans who call, 
hoping to speak to their idol. She is 
an expert at her job. She also enjoys 
working for the famous wrestler. 
Desiree Feldman, Ric’s secretary, 
said, “Working for him is really 
great. | can't begin to tell you how 


many famous people I’ve had a 
chance to talk to since | started this 
job. In addition, he really knows 
how to treat a woman with dignity 
and respect, acknowledging a sec- 
retary’s integrity as a human being. 
He's the best boss I’ve ever worked 
for.” 

The telephone is constantly 
ringing in Ric's office. It is Desiree’s 
job to allow only important phone 
calls to reach Flair. Any fans who 
call are immeditely put through 
to the wrestler. “After all,” said 
Desiree, “if fans want to talk to the 
greatest wrestler they can, whoam| 
to say no? It’s all part of the job.” 

With his rest period over, Ric re- 
turns to the work before him. There 
are several letters he must answer 
and contracts he must review. His 
busy wrestling schedule must be 
put in order. There are business 
deals yet to be made before he can 
leave the office and go to the gym to 
work out. An idle moment is a rare 
and precious thing in Ric Flair’s 
office. 

Flair takes his work outside the 
ring just as seriously as he does 
when he wrestles. The same vibrant 
passion which marks his wrestling 
is present in his business opera- 
tions. Ric’s other life is as intense as 
his life in the mat wars. After all, Ric 
Flair is always all business. O 


UTE -BLUNTLY; The 
Moondogs have shocked 
the professional wrestling 
world. Neither fans nor 
journalists nor announcers nor 
promoters nor managers nor 
wrestlers know what to make of 
them. Captain Lou Albano, 
always eager to maintain a 
psychological edge, refuses to 
disclose whether they are, in 
fact, human beings or mutant 
offspring of large dogs. 
Scorned and scoffed, 
despised and condemned, The 


Moondogs seem rather 
impervious to all the fuss 
about them. 


“Give ’em a bowl of food, 
some clean water and change 
the box, that’s all they want, 
they're happy, they’re content, 
they love the Captain, that’s all 
they care about, an occasional 
biscuit,” said Captain Albano. 

Others would like to give the 
canines something else. 

“You know, | hate to see 
maniacs like that come into 
wrestling and try and cripple 
people,” said Bruno Sam- 
martino. “| think they are too 
dangerous and someone better 
get rid of them.” 

“| don’t like The Moondogs, | 
would beat them up, | ready for 
action against them,” said 
Pedro Morales. 

‘“‘Moondogs?’’ Arnold 


THE MOONDOGS 
e MANIACS - 


ON A 


LEASH 


Lou Albano had to do some fast talking 
after Madison Square Garden held him 
responsible for the pipes his Moondogs 
damaged in the dressing room. 


Skoaland, manager of WWF 
champion Bob Backlund, 
shook his head _ puzzledly. 
“What can you say about them? 
Sometimes | feel very sorry for 
them, really pity them, 
especially the way Albano 


treats them, whipping them and 
all. | treat my golden retriever 
better. 

“Then again, 


they really 


worry me. How can you stop 
beasts, and that’s the only word 
| can use, beasts who don’t feel 
pain, who don’t have to under- 


.stand any human emotions? 
They would snap off a man’s 
neck and bite his arms if they 
were hungry. They have barely 
begun to scratch the depths of 
their madness and, under 
Albano, they will be very 
dangerous. They can't be 
underestimated,” Skoaland 
continued. 

At this exact moment in WWF 
history, underestimating The 
Moondogs could prove fatal. 
Beneath the horrified com- 
ments pulses an undercurrent 
of fear. And confusion. 

Strangely enough, the two 
people who should be most 
concerned with the ‘Dogs are 
utterly unfazed. Is it that Tony 
Garea and Rick Martel, current 
WWF tag team champions, are 
so good they needn't worry 
about competition? Or are they 
overconfident, feeling, as too 
many others do, that The 
Moondogs are more bark than 
bite and not really worth 
bothering about? 

“Oh, we consider all 
challengers,” said Garea. “It 


SS a a EST) 


They are, quite frankly, the weirdest creatures ever to step 
foot—or paw—in a wrestling ring. Managed by the evil Captain 
Lou Albano, Rex and King, otherwise known as The Moondogs, 
are determined to wrest away the WWF tag team title from Rick 


Martel and Tony Garea 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER & STU SAKS 
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Above: King tries to rip off Dom 
DeNucci's left arm. Right: After a biting 
which opened Tony Garea’s forehead, Rex 
whips the New Zealander across the ring 
to a waiting King. Below: King attacks 
Garea and Rick Martel with the belts the 
Moondogs failed to win. 


As 


Above: With referee Dick Kroll shielded 
from the illegal hair-pull, King drives 
Martel’s face into his knee. Right: Kroll 
orders King to release Martel’s throat. 
Below: King takes time out during the 
match to snack on the top rope. 


doesn’t matter who or even 
what they are. We make it a 
policy not to take anyone 


too lightly.” 

“Yeah, they’re tough and 
rough and they love fire 
hydrants,’’ Martel said 


laughingly in that combination 
disdain-bemusement all de- 
monstrate when discussing the 
‘Dogs. “But we're not too 
frenzied, really. | mean, | don’t 
lose sleep over them. They're 
just like any other challenger, 
we gotta prepare for them, plot 
for them, be careful, but not any 
more than any other.” 

Such thinking also ignores 
the history of Captain Lou 
Albano. Here is a man who has 
managed more tag team 
champions—nine—than anyone 
in wrestling history. He hasn't 
achieved such stupendous 
success by squandering his 


twisted genius on losers. 
Albano has demonstrated an 
eery ability to take the weirdest 


of men, people one step 
removed from an asylum and 
give them purpose and direction. 
Albano seeks out such types. 

If any two lifeforms are 
entirely suitable for Albano’s 
depraved purposes, it is Rex 
and King. To belittle them is to 
underestimate them. Too many 
confuse the two. Sure, The 
Moondogs are strange. But 
they are very dangerous. . 

“Rex and King are my pals, 
they man’s best friend, they 
fetch, they beg, they roll over, 
they play dead, they get my 
slippers, fetch the paper, and 
they’re gonna fetch me the 
WWF belts,” boasts Albano. 

Based on the Captain’s past 
record, can anyone doubt 
him?” O 
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PRECIOUS 
PAUL 


The Road Warriors are 
undeniably the most 
awesome tag team in 
wrestling today. They 

are so well-conditoned 

that fatigue seems 
unthinkable where they 
are concerned, But even 
Hawk and Animal may 
not be immune to the 
erosion caused by mental 


fatigue 


HENEVER THE Legion of 
Doom invades the ring, the 
crowd goes ape. Ear-splitting cheers 
and bestial wails generally accompany 
Hawk and Animal on their way to the 
ring. And this night was no exception. 


The Road Warriors were making a ~ 


rare appearance in Florida, at the Ed- 
die Graham Sports Complex in Orlan- 
do. Their opponents for the evening 
were Billy Jack Haynes and Wahoo 
McDaniel, the U.S. tag team champi- 
ons. Even Billy’s army of admirers 
couldn’t drown out the hysterical re- 
ception for the AWA World tag team 
champs. Floridians were frothing at the 
mouth to see the Warriors live, and 
they showed it. Much to the distress of 
the undermanned security. 

Then the match began, and some- 
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IT’S TIME FOR 
THE ROAD WARRIORS TO FIRE 


ELLERING! 


thing happened. Many of the fans, en- 
raptured by the vision of raw talent in 
the ring, failed to notice it at first. By 
the end of the evening, however, virtu- 
ally every fan knew something had 
gone amiss. 

The Road Warriors looked like beat- 
en men. 

It wasn’t the quality of their wres- 
tling that surprised the fans. The War- 
riors took care of themselves pretty 


Photos by Bill Otten 


well against one of the toughest teams 
in the sport. In fact, they gave Billy 
and Wahoo a good thrashing whenever 
they found themselves in serious trou- 
ble, and the Florida champs could nev- 
er maintain a strong offensive. 

Still, something was desperately 
wrong, and all it took to sense that 
was a careful look at the Warriors. 
Hawk and Animal are great wrestlers, 
and they pulled out all the tried and 


true stops in their arsenal: repeated 


backbreakers, press-and-slams, and 
spine-snapping clotheslines. But they 
seemed to be going through the mo- 
tions. Something was desperately 
wrong with them; they seemed to be 
grappling on instinct alone. They 
looked like well-adjusted Road Warrior 
automatons, programmed to duplicate 
the original models. 

Even when they were hated, no one 
could fairly deny that the Warriors had 
heart. They go at it with all the blood 
and vinegar and fire they can muster, 
and keep on going at it until they are 
physically unable to continue (which 
has never happened). 

But in Orlando the Warriors lacked 
that competitive fire. Typically, Animal 
remained impassive throughout the 


match; but if you were sitting at ring- 
side, you could detect a faint melan- 
cholia in Hawk’s expression when he 
waited at the tag rope. Hawk, the in- 
domitable Road Warrior, looked sad. 

Fans and reporters alike buzzed 
about the Warriors’ curious lack of 
energy. ‘The writers knew they would 
have to burrow for the story behind it, 
but that would be no easy task. Per- 
sonal interviews with Hawk and/or 
Animal are extremely rare; most hap- 
less journalists will only hear a little 
ranting, miscellaneous raving, and 
threats of violence. 

Surprisingly, though, Warriors man- 
ager Precious Paul Ellering announced 
a press conference soon after the 
match. 

‘‘Gentlemen,”’ 


Ellering boomed 


It would take Animal three tries before he 
was able to push Billy Jack Haynes out of 
this headiock (left). Hawk controls Haynes 
with a headlock (above). Soon, both men 
will be on their feet and Billy will get the 
better of an exchange of punches (below). 


from a podium on one side of the 
dressing room, “‘I’ve called you togeth- 
er to announce plans for The Road 
Warriors’ autumn tour. And I promise 
you it will be a festival of devastation! 
While the little children of our great 
land are busy carving pumpkins, the 
Legion of Doooom will be carving up 
faces! While Grandpa’s breaking 
drumsticks from the family turkey, 
we'll be tearing legs from pelvises! Ah, 
there’s nothing tastier than a smorgas- 
bord of violence! Ha, ha, ha!” 
Ellering proceeded to list the War- 


riors’ autumn itinerary in detail. At 
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Something seemed to be lacking in The Road Warriors’ normally precise attack. Hawk miscalculates the 
condition of Wahoo McDaniel, who rolls away from the diving Warrior (above). One of the Warriors few 
perfectly executed maneuvers saw Animal using a backbreaker against Haynes (below). 


first the reporters faithfully jotted ey- 
erything down, but then mouths began 
to drop in shock. The schedule was 
insane. It wasn’t the number of match- 
es that was amazing, it was the travel 
time involved that made it oppressive. 
One night in Minneapolis, the next in 
Las Vegas. One night Atlantic City, 
the next a special appearance in St. 
Louis. Yet another trip to Japan. The 
Legion of Doom was planning a ran- 
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dom hip-hop across the globe. It 
seemed as though they would spend 
more hours traveling than sleeping this 
fall. 

One reporter piped up the obvious. 
“Mr. Ellering, don’t you think this is a 
grueling schedule for the champions?” 

Apparently, the question startled El- 
lering, as if he hadn’t given it much 
thought at all. He swallowed, and 
commenced fiddling with a sliver of 


olive-green-painted wood sticking out 
from a corner of the podium. 

“The Legion of Doom has a mis- 
sion,” he answered. ‘“‘We have heard a 
lot of cheap talk in recent months, 
from a multiplicity of woefully inade- 
quate tag teams who dare to mock the 
Legion of Doom. The arrogance of 
these individuals astonishes me. The 
Long Riders, The Fatuous Freebirds, 

(Continued on page 63) 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 
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STEVE 


AUSTIN: 


STUNNING, JUST 
UTSTANDIN 
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WCW TV champion “Stunning” Steve Austin has the confidence, strength, and 
talent to take on anyone in the federation, including World champion Sting 
(above), Rick Steamboat (top), or Johnny B. Badd (right). 
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He’s not just another dumb blond. 


“‘Stunning’’ Steve Austin has made a name 


dj es for himself with arrogance and cheating, but 
r beneath all the fluff there’s an outstanding 

Fe. wrestler who is both appreciated and feared 
~~ 4 by his peers 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE BOOS RAINED down 

from the upper deck, and 
even the female fans in the front 
rows failed to be impressed. 
Steve Austin, the new WCW TV 
champion, was making his way to 
the ring, and nobody felt like sa- 
luting him. 

Austin held his arms up to the 
heavens. The boos got louder. 
Then he turned to manager Paul 
E. Dangerously and smiled. The 
smile said, “| know something 
they don’t.” Just 10 minutes later, 
after another impressive victory by 
Austin, the boos continued. The 
women failed to swoon. 

“These people don’t know what 
they’re watching,” Dangerously 
said later. “Here's one of the 
greatest wrestlers in the sport and 
all they can do is boo. Don’t these 
people know anything about 
ability?” 

The fans certainly know a lot 
about ability. Nobody has ever 
doubted that ‘‘Stunning’’ Steve is 
a fine all-around wrestler. It’s his 
way that gets under everyone's 
skin: a style of going about his 
business that sometimes under- 
mines Austin’s abilities. 

Too bad. Because the two-time 
WCW TV champ has all the tools 
to become a wrestling hero. His 
technical skills are surpassed in 
the federation perhaps only by 
Rick Steamboat and Sting; his 
ability to put it all together for 20 
minutes is, well ... stunning! 

Unfortunately, all people see is 
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Austin loses his grip on Steamboat, but 


—" a 


he has maintained a stronghold on the TV title. There is no 


legitimate excuse for overlooking Austin when it comes to mentioning the best wrestlers in WCW. 


the looks, his alarming arrogance, 
and the beautiful women such as 
Lady Blossom and Vivacious Ve- 
ronica that Austin loves to have 
on his arm. Even Austin’s TV title- 
winning pin of Barry Windham on 
May 23 in Chattanooga, Tennes- 
see, couldn’t change that. 

But there is a segment of the 
population that appreciates Aus- 
tin’s skill. His peers, rulebreakers 
and fan favorites alike, know that 
Austin, 1990’s Rookie of the Year, 
is a dangerously talented wrestler. 

“I’m impressed,” said veteran 
Arn Anderson after teaming with 
Austin. “But it really comes as no 
surprise to me. I’ve seen Steve 
wrestle enough times before to 
know that he’d. be a worthy part- 
ner for me and | knew he 
wouldn’t disappoint. He uses his 
bean, that’s the main thing, and 
when you can do that in the heat 
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of battle, you’ve got something.” 

Austin has worked hard to over- 
come the image of the dumb 
blond. Indeed, early in his career 
he was called a “male bimbo,” 
and that assessment didn’t 
change when Austin started ap- 
pearing at ringside with beautiful 
women. 

But there is a reason for every- 
thing Austin does. He can sur- 
round himself with these beautiful 
women because he is confident in 
his abilities and intelligence. Lady 
Blossom is a bombshell, but she’s 
also conversant in a wide range 
of intellectual topics. 

“It shocked me,’’ WWF com- 
mentator Jim Ross _ said.- “We 
were on a flight from Atlanta to 
California and | talked to her seri- 
ously for the first time. She had 
my mind spinning. If a man can 
be judged by the company he 


keeps, Austin really has it on the 
ball.” 

Austin refuses to get caught up 
in the same matches night after 
night. While trying to regain the 
TV title from Barry Windham, he 
was also teaming with a variety of 
partners against Sting and Nikita 
Koloff. He also wrestled well 
against Rick Steamboat before 
dropping a close decision. 

Steamboat, by the way, was ex- 
hausted after one of those match- 
es. Here is a man who has wres- 
tled 90-minute draws against Ric 
Flair, but Steamboat’s brow was 
dripping with sweat and he need- 
ed a few minutes to regain his 
breath before speaking with 
reporters. 

“Austin’s tough,” Steamboat 
said. “| managed to handle him, 
but don’t anybody write that it 
was easy. The thing about Austin 


Austin lost the TV title to Barry Windham (top), but regained it three weeks later. Now 


sporting a new hairdo, he is battling Steamboat (above), also among the best in wcw. 


is that he keeps coming after you 
and he’s always thinking, always 
looking for an opening. Boys, I'd 
be lying if | didn’t say | enjoyed 
the challenge.” 


The challenge for Austin’s foes 
doesn’t figure to get any easier 
over the coming months. Now 
that he has the TV title for the 
second time, Austin is hungry for 


bigger things. 

The U.S. title is currently out of 
the question; it’s held by Danger- 
ous Alliance mate Rick Rude. 
World champion Sting, however, 
is in Austin’s sights. He’s already 
engaged in matches against 
Sting, both in singles and in team 
combat. And you can be sure that 
Austin got something out of those 
tag team matches and filed it 
away for future use. 

That’s how Austin operates. No 
match is wasted. His career is 
strung together match-by-match 
so that each one feeds off the 
other. When faced with an easy 
opponent, he’ll take the chance to 
try out some new moves. Against 
top competitors, Austin is willing 
to fall behind for a minute or so, 
just to see what his opponent has 
to offer. 

“It's a bit of a trap,’ Windham 
said. “You have to be careful with 
Austin because you'll beat him 
one night but he might have got- 
ten something out of the match 
that will beat you the next. Of 
course, the way he got the TV 
title from me had nothing to do 
with that.” 

Which is why Austin fails to get 
the respect he really deserves. 
While Dangerously distracted the 
referee, Austin whacked Windham 
with the championship belt. When 
the ref returned to the action, 
Austin was on top of Windham for 
the pin. 

“| guess that’s what separates 
the good guys from the bad 
guys,” Windham said. “I’m living 
proof of that. When ‘you’re doing 
things right in this sport, you 
make the best of your abilities. 
When you're doing things wrong, 
you just get by anyway you can. 
That’s too bad for Austin.” 

Imagine what will happen if 
Austin finally puts it all together. 
The next Ric Flair is waiting in the 
wings. With his new haircut, Aus- 
tin has the looks. 

He has the skills, too. C]° 
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By Eddie Ellner 


T IS AN event without precedent 

in professional wrestling: a super- 
star leaving the sport at the top of 
his game. Yet, while rumors of 
Hulk Hogan’s retirement have 
haunted pro wrestling since Wres- 
tleMania VIII, no official announce- 
ment has been made. 

Will Hogan stay or will he go? 
Only he knows for sure, and at the 
moment, he isn’t talking. 

Actually, Hogan has ‘‘quit’’ the 
ring several times, if you pay atten- 
tion to the various tabloids covering 


his every move. The most popular 
reasons given for Hogan’s retire- 
ment vary between: He’s tired of 
the constant grind, his injuries have 
caught up with him, he wants to 
spend more time with his family, 
he wants to build upon his already 
successful commercial and film ca- 
reer, and, lastly, he wants to bury 
the steroid scandal that follows him 
like a ghost. 

The WWF regards the imminent 
departure of its senior superstar 
with the same dread as a doting 
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Time and again, Hulk Hogan has handled opponents like Sid Justice. But the ‘‘Hulkster”’ 
may have grown tired of defending his honor against every new kid on the block. 
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mother does her youngest son's de- 
parture to college. In other sports, 
honors and platitudes are generous- 
ly bestowed upon retiring super- 
stars. Consider the season-long re- 
tirement tours of basketball legends 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Julius 
Erving. However, those men were 
at the end of their long and suc- 
cessful careers. Along with their 
honors came great sighs of relief 
from fans and officials who knew 
their skills had eroded. It was time 
to create new superstars from their 
ashes, to look toward the future. 

In Hogan’s case, the WWF has 
seen the future, and its name re- 
mains Hulk Hogan. 

“The WWF knows there will nev- 
er be another Hogan,’’ said one 
WWF official. ‘‘They want to milk 
him for all he’s worth.” 

Which could be a fatal mistake. 
If Hogan indeed retires, his ab- 
sence cannot be measured solely in 
lower attendance figures and souve- 
nir sales receipts. It is the idea of 
Hogan, the concept of Hulkama- 
nia—his indomitable presence that 
hangs over an arena even when he 
is not scheduled—that the WWF 
must find a way to replace. 

“They need to sign Hogan to a 
lifetime services contract,’’ said 
Hugh Glocky, a noted sports agent. 
“That way his presence will always 
be felt. Wrestlers can be replaced, 
even the greatest ones. But truly 
great personalities? Those are the 
people that are so very hard to 
find.”’ 

Since he first spoke of retirement 
years ago, the WWF knew all along 
that Hogan’s shoes would be nearly 
impossible to fill. After his title 
losses to Andre the Giant in 1988 
and Ultimate Warrior in 1990, we 
are told that Hogan tried to leave 
the sport. It’s hard to establish 
whether it was Hogan being pres- 
sured to return to pick up dwin- 
dling overall sales or if it was Ho- 
gan himself who could not bear to 
leave his adoring public that 

(Continued on page 58) 
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ONLY $39.95! 


cage! Only one team will emerge 
victorious. Complete submission 
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escape. Features Sting, Ravish- 
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The Steiners, Barry Windham, 


DANGEROUS 
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To youngsters, Hogan is wrestling (above). 
He came back from “‘retirement”’ to win the 
title from Randy Savage in 1989 (below). 


— 


prompted his comebacks, but the 
fact remains: Both times, Hogan 
took a little time off and came 
back to regain the title. 

Even now, the WWF is reportedly 
engaged in some desperate 11th- 
hour negotiations to rectify the cur- 
rent situation. 

“MicMahon doesn’t want Hogan 
to go, especially right now,’’ says 
WWF watchdog Thomas Pilliard. 
‘“‘Not when he’s trying to launch 
his bodybuilding federation. The 
equity he has built up in the WWF 
largely revolves around Hulk Hogan. 
If he loses that, the bottom might 
fall out.”’ 

To many sportswriters, Hogan’s 
situation reminds them of Alydar, 


the great thoroughbred stud of Cal- 
umet Farms. When Alydar died, the 
stable couldn’t survive. 

While it is obvious why the WWF 
is in no great hurry to retire Ho- 
gan’s jockstrap, many think Hogan 
may be premature himself if he de- 
cides to leave. Even the most con- 
servative estimates place Hogan 
thick in the prime of his career. He 
is younger than Ric Flair, and con- 
siderably younger than Harley Race, 
Lou Thesz, Bruno Sammartino, and 
Dusty Rhodes when those men had 
some of their biggest years. 

“If Hogan concentrated solely on 
wrestling, no movies and commer- 
cials, a reduction of personal ap- 
pearances, and had no major inju- 
ries, he could wrestle at top form 
for another five to 10 years,’’ said 
Thesz, who won the last of his six 
NWA World titles at the age of 46. 
“He would cement his claim as 
one of the greatest wrestlers of all- 
time.” 

The great question remains: 
What does Hogan want? He doesn’t 
need the money. His place in histo- 
ry, despite what some _ pundits 
might say, is secure. Thus, for him 
to remain competitive, the WWF 
must fulfill some other need, and 
that may be its ace in the hole. 

“Forget about the money and 
the movie career and the comfort 
of his family—Hulk Hogan needs 
the crowd the way a shark needs to 
move,’’ says a close friend. ‘‘With- 
out the action, the sound of sold- 
out arenas, Hulk is like a fish out 
of water. That’s why he'll never 
leave completely.”’ 

Which must sound like sweet 
music to WWF = ears—especially 
considering the sentiments of one 
young fan, speaking from his ring- 
side seat and whose words seemed 
to reflect the feeling of an entire 
generation: 

“When Hogan’s not around it’s 
just not the same.” 

That’s a certainty. The only 
question is whether he’ll ever be 
around again. 0 


FROM THE DESK OF 
(Continued from page 6) 


“Hell,” Watts said, ‘even Vin- 
ce’s wrestlers are hoping we’re a 
success. Otherwise, what’s the fu- 
ture of wrestling?” 

The immediate future of WCW 
is quite clear. By the edict of its 
new leader, wrestlers who flout 
the rules will no longer be favored 
by the non-action of referees. The 
refs have been instructed to dis- 
qualify wrestlers for leaping off the 
top rope, hitting an opponent’s 
head into a steel post or ring bar- 
ricade, striking a ref, using a for- 
eign object, or hitting below the 
belt (which, by the way, will incur 
fines of $1,000, $2,500, and 
$5,000 for each repeat offense). 

Lest one think that Watts is a 
softy for insisting that existing 
rules be enforced, he has also 
banned the use of crash mats 
surrounding the ring, preferring to 
let the wrestlers feel the cold con- 
crete if they choose to bring the 
action from the squared circle. 

Bill Watts knows a thing or two 
about the feel of concrete. In 
1959, a car he was driving was hit 
by a speeding train and Watts 
was thrown 40 feet in the air. His 
life was probably saved by his 
superb physical conditioning, but 
he was in critical condition for two 
weeks and weighed less than 200 
pounds when he was released 
from the hospital. Six months lat- 
er, he underwent a rigid weight- 
training program and built up to 
nearly 300 pounds. In 1962, he 
turned pro. In 1963, he beat Sail- 
or Art Thomas for the Texas State 
title; not bad for a man who was 
ordered by doctors to give up 
sports entirely. 

Bill Watts, though, doesn’t like 
to give up on anything. He is liv- 


‘ing proof of what can be achieved 


through hard work and sacrifice. 
He knows there is no easy way, 


WCW World champion Sting knows how tough 
Bill Watts was in the ring. He’s about to find 
out how tough Watts is in the front office. 


and he’ll make sure those who 
work for him know that as well. 
Meaning: Style without substance 
isn’t enough and muscles created 
by shots or pills won't be 
tolerated. 

Watts admittedly didn’t follow 
the sport that closely after selling 
his UWF to Jim Crockett Promo- 
tions back in 1987. He has a lot 
to learn about the talent in WCW. 
His desk is a mess because he 
just hasn’t had the time to sort 
through everything yet. In the 
months and years ahead, he 
probably won’t have time for the 
nutrition business he started or 
his Harley-Davidson or his re- 
stored 1950 street rod. 

But his days will be well-spent, 
yelling into a phone, yelling at a 
wrestler, or just leaning back in a 
quiet moment and contemplating 


his vast responsibilities. “! love 
the industry,” he said. “The fire 
burns in me for the sport.” (J 
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and the All-American Steiner Brothers defend their | 
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is determined to demolish WCW Heavyweight 
Champion Sting in an all-out brawl where a pin 
anywhere — in or out of the ring — on the Gulf Coast 
wins the match! Feel the heat when Missy Hyatt and 
Madusa battle in a bikini competition for the title of 
First Lady of WCW. 
(120 minutes.) ONLY 
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OFF THE TOP ROPE 
(Continued from page 18) 


This photograph removes any lingering doubt 
regarding the fact that Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage is the WWF's most hilarious creation. 


mean, ‘Would you put his address in 
the magazine?” To that, the answer is 
no. 


Dear Eddie, 

1. Which wrestler do you think is 
the WWF’s most hilarious creation? 

2. While some say that Ric Flair has 
proven himself to be ‘‘The Man’’ by 
winning the WWF World title, others 
say he has proven nothing. You say? 

3. As requested in the July 1992 
PWI, a little insight into the female 
psyche: Janis Jibrin thought she could 
*‘change you for the better’? and left 
when she found out that she couldn’t. 
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Anyway, will you marry me? 
LIJOO NG 
Singapore 
Dear Lijoo, 

1. The WWE's most hilarious cre- 
ation is Randy ‘Macho Man” Savage, 
who has had every ounce of machismo 
sapped from him without even know- 
ing it. His ring garb borders on cross- 
dressing and his actions are dictated by 
the approval or disapproval of his 
wife, the lovely Elizabeth. 

2. I say the WWF could learn a lot 
from Ric Flair. 

3. Marrying you would triple the 
size of your last name, and I will not 
be held accountable for an experience 
as potentially traumatic as that. 


Dear Eddie, 

I think that WCW Vice President 
Bill Watts has made a very stupid deci- 
sion banning the use of the top rope. 
It will only take away from the excite- 
ment of WCW. How do you feel 
about this rule, and do you think it 
will stand for long? 

DAVID SCHUMACHER 
Marysville, MI 

P.S. You are the best journalist in 
the wrestling world. 
Dear David, 

Ultimately, I believe Watts has the 
experience and vision to lead WCW 
into the 21st century as a successful 
promotion on a. par with the WWF. 
But his rule banning maneuvers from 
the top rope will neutralize what I con- 
sider to be the federation’s trump 
card—the light heavyweight division. 
WCW did not exactly thrive under the 
“leadership” of Jim Herd, but the fed- 
eration did establish an outstanding 
collection of under-235-pound talent, 
such as Scotty Flamingo, Brian 
Pillman, Jushin Liger, Tom Zenk, 
Johnny B. Badd, and Brad Arm- 
strong. Unfortunately, the majority of 
these men use top-rope maneuvers to 
finish off opponents. Watts’ rule may 
finish off this division, but it will not 
change the name of this column. 

P.S. You are an astute judge of 
writing ability. 

Dear Eddie, 

Now that The Undertaker is a fan 
favorite, what do you think are the 
chances of him teaming up with his 
old rival, The Ultimate Warrior? That 
would be an interesting tag team! 
What would they be called? 

LISA QUIRICONI 
Hayward, CA 
Dear Lisa, 

I'd call them manic depressive. No 
wrestler operates more on emotion 
than Warrior, while no wrestler is 
more numb than Undertaker. But 
something more important comes to 
mind. Warrior usually sprints to the 
ring, while Undertaker takes a leisurely 
stroll. This would subject Warrior to 
countless two-on-one attacks. Now, 
that would be interesting. O 
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readies 3-4 weeks: for delivery. 
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| Carpentier-Thesz 


(Continued from page 39) 


World Championship Wrestling presents the 
FirstAnnual BattleBowlatStarrcade '91! Friends 
become foes when the luck of the draw deter- 
mines which WCW superstars team up ina 10- 
match tag team showdown. Winners of these 
matches advance to a 2-ring battle royale where 
it's every man for himself! Who will emerge 
Victorious as the ultimate force in World Cham- 
pionship Wrestling? Don't miss the excitement 
of world-class competition at Starrcade ’91. 
(110 minutes.) ONLY 


a $39.95 


| Send to: plus $3 postage 
i d handli 

T.V. Sports Video Inc. Reed ' 
P.O, Box 1003 Over and over again, Edouard’s The bout took a little over an hour, 
Darien, CT 06820 agility and high flying tactics though there was enough action for 
(above and below) make the three days of wrestling! For the first 10 
Visa or MasterCard crucial difference as Thesz is minutes of this confrontation, it was a 
Call Toll Free: overwhelmed and finally beaten. - _ brilliant exhibition of scientific wrestl- 
-800-729- ing. There were two champions battl- 
pee reso ing that evening, each one driving 

Please send me copies of himself to the limit of his abilities. 


As the match progressed, Thesz 
resorted to some cunning dirty tricks. 
His elbows raked across the 
Frenchman’s eyes. Carpentier gritted 
his teeth in agony, but refused to be 
beaten. 

The first fall took 33:28, ending with 
Carpentier trapping Thesz in a perfect 
Boston crab. In less than half that 
time, Thesz won the second fall with an 
inescapable body press. When the two 


Starrcade Baittlebowl. 


Please indicate method of payment: 


| Check or money order (enclosed and 
payable to T.V. Sports Video) 

O Visa 
— 


MasterCard 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| # 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Exp. Date: mo. yr. 


men came out for the third fall, neither 
Name needed to be reminded his pride was at 
Address stake, 

: Carpentier may never have been 
oly better than he was in this final fall. Lou 
State Zip tried a flying head scissors only to find 

Edouard had grabbed his legs. Instead 
Video $ 


of decking Carpentier, Thesz found 
himself smashed to the canvas! Lou 
saw his hopes of winning literally slip 
through his hands as Carpentier 
squirmed free of every hold. 

Finally, 13 minutes later, Carpentier 
flattened Thesz with a series of flying 
tackles. Edouard was victorious in one 
of the great battles of wrestling his- 
tory. oO 


CT Residents Add 6% Sales Tax 
Plus $3 Postage and Handling for Each Tape 
Total $ 


(Allow up to four weeks for delivery. Otter good in U.S. only. Foreign 
orders must include $6 for each tape ordered to cover air mail 
postage and handling. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. 
No PAL; only United States NTSC system compatible. Videocas- 
seltes guaranteed against defects only. Detective tapes will be 
replaced with a duplicate when returned within 10 days of receipt. 
Please include written information regarding the detect and send to 
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WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 48) 


OWN A PIECE OF 
WRESTLING HISTORY! 


In the March 1990, March 1991], and 
March 1992 editions, Sports Review 
Wrestling featured bonus FULL-COL- 
OR “Year In Pictures” sections! All the 


feuds, title changes, controversies, and 
dramas of each year are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can bring them to you! 
Copies of these collectors’ issues are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 


When The Road Warriors are the ones taking chairs across the back, as Hawk is against 
Wahoo, something is wrong. That something might be the grueling schedule they are 


forced to keep by their manager, Precious Paul Ellering. 


The Fantastically Fabulous Effemi- 


said. “‘Ellering’s double-talk and B.S. 


Make check or money order payable | 


nates—why do they challenge the is ruining them. They’re bone-tired, I | and send to: | 
world’s most awe-inspiring instrument know it, they can’t take a schedule like I Me ral Only $5 Each | 
of destruction? To answer your ques- that. Nobody can!”’ l ! 


tion, sir, we intend to maintain a 
heavy travel schedule to permanently 
close their yapping mouths. We have 
run out of competition in the AWA, 
as you well know, and we are hungry 
for fresh victims. We have to silence 
these fools, even it means engaging in 
three matches a night!” 

With this, a preliminary © wrestler 
who had been sitting in on the press 


The wrestler picked up his gym bag 
and walked down the long corridor to 
the exit. As he walked through the 
door, he could still hear bits and pieces 
of Ellering’s exhortations: 

‘We have to prove ... no other 
team than us . . . we'll be able to do it 

. Silence those fools .. .” 

One can’t help but ask the inevitable 
questions: 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 


Please rush me —— issues of | 
the March 1990 Sports Review Wres- 
tling. | enclose $5 for each one | am 
ordering. 

Ci March 1990 (1989 in review) 

C1) March 1991 (1990 in review) 

(LJ March 1992 (1991 in review) 


| 
| 
I 
I 
y 
Name I 
l 
y 
I 
I 
\ 


conference left the room in disgust. In Has Paul Ellering finally gone too Leices 

the corridor, he dropped his gym bag far? Does he have the best interests of City 

with a jarring thud and muttered an his tag team at heart? Should Hawk 

obscenity. and Animal seek a new manager? | Sate Zip 


“Man, I never thought I’d say this, 
but I feel sorry for the Warriors,’’ he 


Serious questions that the Warriors 
should seriously consider. O 


All other countries $7. International money order only. | 
i | Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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know what it was. 

Both Orndorff and Gibson de- 
feated first-round tournament op- 
ponents to meet each other. In 
his winning effort against Tim 
Horner, “Mr. Wonderful’  dis- 
played the arrogance | remem- 
bered well from his days in the 
WWF. 

“You write that down in your 
book!” Orndorff screamed at me. 
“You write down that ‘Mr. Won- 
derful’ still is!” 

Gibson overcame a_ spirited 
challenge from Jimmy Golden. 
There’s no doubt Gibson has the 
ability to succeed without a tag 
team partner. Unfortunately for 
him, on this night he didn’t have 
the ability to succeed against Orn- 
dorff. | had to listen to “Mr. Won- 
derful’” berate me yet again. 

Cornette and company were 
next. The Heavenly Bodies suc- 
cessfully defended their Smoky 
Mountain tag team belts with an 
impressive victory over Johnny 
and Davey Rich, with the usual 
amount of badgering by Cornette. 

“We wanted you to come down 
here and see for yourself just how 
great we really are,” Lane said. 
“No tricks, no gimmicks. You look 
like you thought we were going to 
attack you at ringside or some- 
thing. This is the only reason Jim 
asked you to come here: to see 
an excellent team in action.” 

“That’s it,’ Cornette added. 
“We’re not trying to put one over 
on you, | swear. It’s like | told you 
over the phone. The Heavenly 
Bodies are going to be the team 
to watch in 1992. When you go 
back to New York, make sure you 
guys keep tabs on us.” 

That was the message | took 
back to the office with me. To a 
man, my colleagues agreed Lane 
and Prichard were a promising 
duo, but they also agreed that 
Cornette will eventually have to be 
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WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW 
(Continued from page 16) 


“Mr. Wonderful’ Paul Orndorff was talking trash after beating Robert Gibson in a tournament 
semifinal. But he wasn’t so talkative after losing the final against Brian Lee. 


as cCrafty—read sneaky—with 
Lane and Prichard as he was with 
The Midnight Express. 

As for Orndorff, he lost to Brian 


Lee in the tournament final, which 
meant | wouldn’t be forced to lis- 
ten to another barrage of 
insults. il 


“Come on, ref, you’ve heard of the 
new breed of high-tech wrestler.” 


(Sstli 


ILLUSTRATED 


F ck 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about. . . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus . . . Teli the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling I/Ilustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S, 1-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0898 805 530 
IN IRELAND 1550 151 805 


For This service is available on both 
42.4 rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 34p cheap rate and 45p at all other times incl. VAT. 
Cost per minute in Ireland is 24p economy, 36p off-peak, 48p peak. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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When Sting lost the WCW World title to Big Van Vader, it showed 
reader Allison Costello how fragile he is. 


OWWWWWWwww! 

By the time | read “First The Knee, Then The Ribs: 
How Fragile Is Sting’s Title Reign?” (November 1992), 
Sting had lost the WCW World belt to Big Van Vader. 
So obviously, the story had a lot of credence. 

| think what Sting should do is this: Take a year off 
from wrestling. Go fishing. Go hang out on a Caribbe- 
an island. Do something, but don’t wrestle. Relax and 
give all those injuries proper time to heal. 

Then, when Sting comes back, he'll be more 
charged up than ever, sure to capture any title he 
decides to go after. 

ALLISON COSTELLO 
Wayne, NJ 
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FOREIGN LEGION 

In your November 1992 issue, one of your stories 

posed the question, “Can Paul Ellering Make Road 
Warriors Out Of The Legion Of Doom?” Upon recent 
observation, the answer is a resounding NO! 
_ Since Ellering’s arrival at WrestleMania, Hawk and 
Animal have drifted further and further from title con- 
tention. The only thing Ellering has added to the mix is 
a ridiculous ventriloquist act! Now | know why The 
Beverly Brothers were calling LOD the Legion of 
Sissies. 

If LOD wants to turn things around, they have to 
get rid of Ellering now. Hawk and Animal are clearly 
one of the greatest tag teams of all-time. But “Precious 
Paul” has turned them into a run-of-the-mill duo. They 
can’t go on like this. 

ROBERT MERCURIO 
Bronx, NY 


TOMBOY 

| can’t believe a woman as liberated as Liz Hunter 
honestly believes that a woman is needed to take care 
of Madusa (Wanted: A Woman To Neutralize 
Madusa,” October 1992). 

If Madusa wants to play rough with the boys, then 
she is going to have to play by their rules. If she is 
going to take cheap shots at Rick Steamboat and 
Nikita Koloff, then she—or anyone else—shouldn’t be 
surprised when Steamboat and Koloff retaliate with 
physical retribution. 

Madusa calls herself “WCW’s Most Dangerous 
Woman,” but anyone who doled out punishment 
without fear of backlash would be considered danger- 
ous. Let’s find out how dangerous Madusa would be if 
she knew she would be bodyslammed after every 
sneak-attack. 

| implore the men of WCW to put aside their chival- 
ry for a week or two and rid WCW of its biggest 
thorn. 

FRANK COWLEY 
Charlotte, NC 


AXED 

Larry “The Ax” Hennig really doesn’t have a clue, 
does he? He spent his entire “X-Ray” panel in the 
November 1992 issue ranting and raving about the 
injustice done to his son, Curt, at the WrestleMania 


VII| World title match. Get a grip, Larry! When Randy 
Savage took a cheap shot at Curt, he was just trying to 
even a very lopsided score. “Mr. Perfect” has probably 
taken 25 cheap shots at the “Macho Man” for every 
one Savage has taken at him. 

I'm glad Larry Hennig was replaced on the “X-Ray” 
panel. Maybe now something can be done to replace 
the other extremely biased viewpoint—that of lifetime 
rulebreaker Killer Kowalski, who should be incarcerat- 
ed just for some of his thoughts! 

BETH STINSON 
Denver 


WATTS THE BUZZ 

Back in 1974, Bill Watts was considered “Wrestling’s 
Most Misunderstood Star” (November 1992). Today, 
Watts has to be considered wrestling’s most misunder- 
stood executive. 

Take the rule he instituted banning maneuvers off 
the top rope, and forget for a moment that it may be 
rescinded. Watts put that rule in in an attempt to 
restore some of the sport's integrity. He was seeking 
to put more emphasis on good, on-the-mat grappling. 

However, many fans and journalists have accused 
him of turning back the clock and trying to take the 
fun out of wrestling. Nonsense! I’m sure that Watts 
had absolutely no intention of doing either of those 
things. He’s trying to look out for wrestling’s best 
interests as he sees them, and he gets unfairly ripped 
in the press. 

Watts is going to be the best exec WCW could have 
ever had. The improvements are coming daily. 

ROY QUIGLEY 
Carthage, TN 


MY BUDDY 

A thousand thanks for “Buddy Rogers: My Personal 
Photo Album” (November 1992). What a wonderful 
way to remember this remarkable man. Buddy may 
have been arrogant, but he was class all the way. He 

will be missed. 
PERRY LAFORGE 
Butte, MT 


TOUGH WORLD 
Andy Rodriguez's feature ‘Terry Gordy & Steve Wil- 
liams: One (Very Tough) Win Away From World Domi- 


nation!” (October 1992), detailed just how tough it is to 
be dual champions. Although Gordy and Williams 
were able to beat the Steiners for the WCW World tag 
team title, it came after they had lost their All-Japan 
and PWF titles. 

Conversely, Rick and Scott Steiner encountered the 
same dilemma. After losing the WCW title, the brother 
duo traveled to Japan and upset Big Van Vader and 


>» FL Avi ms - a 
Scott Steiner and Steve Williams hae both discovered how biel 
it is to achieve world domination, says reader Ivan Paguero. 


Bam Bam Bigelow for the team 
championship. 

This stigma seems to affect singles wrestlers as well. 
Rick Rude has been U.S. champion for nearly a year 
but has been rebuffed in World title bouts against 
Sting and Ron Simmons. Perhaps the burden of chas- 
ing a title while holding another is too much for even 
the greatest competitors. 

Gordy and Williams knocked off the Steiners in the 
NWA World tag team tournament, so they are the top 
duo—for now. But world domination? That seems to 
be a tall order for any wrestler. 


IWGP tag 


IVAN PAGUERO 
Los Angeles 
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“Dirty White Boy’’ Tony Anthony 


TOP 10 


RON SIMMONS 
260, Warner Robins, GA 
(-) WCW World champion 


RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
(4) WCW U.S. champion 


RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
(6) WWF World champion 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
(-) WWF Intercontinenta 


EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
(7) USWA champion 


7° RICK STEAMBOAT 


238, Honolulu, Hl 
(5) WCW TV champion 


TONY ANTHONY 

235, Bucksnort, TN 

(-) Smoky Mountain champion 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
275, Queens, NY 
(-) No. 3 contender: WWF title 
STING 


260, Venice Beach, CA 


__(1)No. 4contender: WCW title 


TAG TEAMS 


THE NATURAL DISASTERS 
(a WWE Wi weight: 869 pounds 
id tag team champions 


TERRY GORDY & STEVE WILLIAMS 


Gwen testy 554 pounds 
wecw W tag team champions 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 

(1) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag title 
THE BEVERLY BROTHERS 

ep thebes weight: 518 pounds 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag title 


JEFF JARRETT & JERRY LAWLER 


GuSWwAt vege 434 pounds 
USWA tag team champions 


ARN ANDERSON & BOBBY EATON 


Ne ea weight: 482 cae, ds 
(-) No. 2 contenders: WCW tag title 


7 DUSTIN RHODES & M.A. BAGWELL 


pe lageo weight: 492 pounds 
(-) No. 3 contenders: WCW tag title 


IRWIN R. SCHYSTER & TED DiBIASE 
Selle weight: 492 ae 

(3) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag title 

THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 478 pounds 
- cont : WWF tag title 


EDDIE & DOUG GILBERT 


Combined weight: 482 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 


wcw 
World Champion: 
RON SIMMONS 
(6) 260, Warner Robins, GA 
1—RICK RUDE 
(1) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(2) 238, Honolulu, HI 
3—STING 
(C) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—THE BARBARIAN 
(-) 295, New York, NY 
5—JAKE ROBERTS 
(-) 246, Stone Mountain, GA 
6—STEVE AUSTIN 
(3) 241, Dallas, TX 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 
(9) 275, Lithuania 
8—CACTUS JACK 
(5) 304, Truth or Cons., NM 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 
(10) 269, Sweetwater, TX 
10—TOM ZENK 
(-) 237, Minneapolis, MN 
68 


WWF 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
(2) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(7) 245, Leeds, England 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(8) 320, parts unknown 
3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
(4) 270, Queens, NY 
4—RAZOR RAMON 
(-) 291, Minneapolis, MN 
5—BRET HART 
(1) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 
(C) 245, Sarasota, FL 
7—CRUSH 
(-) 310, Honolulu, HI 
8—KAMALA 
(-) 360, Uganda 
9—THE MOUNTIE 
(-) 232, Montreal, Quebec 


10—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(3) 220, San Antonio, TX 


GLOBAL 
North American Champion: 
ROD PRICE 
(-) 265, Los Angeles, CA 
1—M.W. DAVIS 
(8) 243, Tampa, FL 
2—TERRY SIMMS 
(2) 230, San Francisco, CA 
3—JACK VICTORY 
(-) 255, Atlantic City, NJ 
4—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
(-) 255, El Paso, TX 
5—KENDO NAGASAKI 
(-) 248, Singapore 
6—JOHN TATUM 
(-) 236, Hollywood, CA 
7—ALEX PORTEAU 
(-) 242, Dallas, TX 
8—CHAZ 
(7) 212, Houston, TX 
9—BUTCH REED 
(-) 265, Kansas City, MO 


10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
(-) 245, St. Louis, MO 


USWA 


USWA Champion: 
EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 222, Lexington, TN 
1—RENO RIGGINS 
(-) 228, Las Vegas, NV 
2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 220, Memphis, TN 
3—DUTCH MANTEL 
(-) 224, Oil Trough, TX 
4—MIKE SAMPLES 
(-) 261, Dallas, TX 
5—JEFF JARRETT 
(3) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
6—JERRY LAWLER 
(2) 234, Memphis, TN 
7—ERIC EMBRY 
(-) 240, Lexington, KY 
8—BUDDY LANDELL 
(-) 236, Los Angeles, CA 
9—BILLY TRAVIS 
(9) 218, Houston, TX 


10—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
(-) 225, Winter Haven, FL 


OFFICIAL | 


TING 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. Most Popiar and Most Hated ratings 
ate based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
to our offices, All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's Position in that 
category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that Cerys Ese, while Oindicates the wrestler was 
champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


MOST HATED 


RON SIMMONS 
260, Warner Robins, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


RANDY SAVAGE 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
270, Queens, NY 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


245, Sarasota, FL 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


THE MOUNTIE 


232, Montreal, Quebec 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


CACTUS JACK 


304, Truth Or Consequences, NM 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


THE UNDERTAKER EDDIE GILBERT 

320, Dallas, TX 222, Lexington, KY 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
RICK STEAMBOAT SHAWN MICHAELS 


238, Honolulu, Hl 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


220, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Lithuania 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Oklahoma City, OK 
Last issue: unrated 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, Leeds, England 
Last issue: unrated 


RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
Last issue: unrated 


JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 
Last issue: unrated 


BIG VAN VADER 
445, Denver, CO 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


USA 


USA Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 


To be filled in tournament 


1—DAMIAN KNIGHT 
(10) 251, New York, NY 


2—STEVE DOLL 

(-) 237, Dallas, TX 
3—AL MADRIL 

(-) 231, Los Angeles, CA 
4—JIM POPE 

(5) 224, Portland, OR 
5—C.W. BERGSTROM 

(2) 250, Portland, OR 
6—MIKE WINNER 

(1) 238, Virginia City, VA 
7—BART SAWYER 


(7) 222, Kansas City, MO 


8—DON HARRIS 
(-) 266, Portland, OR 


9—JOHN RAMBO 
(9) 238, Charlotte, NC 


10—BUDDY WAYNE 
(-) 240, Portland, OR 


IWCCW Champion: 
TITLE VACANT 
To be determined in tourney 
1—MONDO KLEEN 
(3) 303, Jilin, China 
2—JOE SAVOLDI 
(1) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
3—ROCKY JONES 
(7) 236, New York, NY 
4—FLEX LAVENDER 
(8) 225, Bloomfield, NJ 
5—JIMMY DEO 
(4) 301, Blandon, PA 
6—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 
(-) 285, parts unknown 
7—JOHNNY ROTTEN 
(-) 256, Lake Charles, LA 
8—WHITE CLOUD 
(-) 240, Phoenix, AZ 
9—THE COMMANDO 
(-) 239, parts unknown 


10—THE EXECUTIONER 
(-) 277, parts unknown 


For period ended September 11, 1992 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 

10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 

so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for ail 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled. allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past-month, ‘these | 
ee ee et ee 


1—RICK ee points 
2—RANDY SAVAGE wccsscsscscsecsecstssssreenieniee 34 points 
3 GHINE s iciicclnnsncnitanaaciiannsn HONES 
4—BRET HART veesssssssssssseesnssscesssseeneessiseenens 25 points 
TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER... 43 points 
2—IRS & DIBIASE....ssssessesssesesecscesnsssenees 37 points 
3—NATURAL DISASTERS ccssccsssssssesssessssessenne 34 points 
3—ANDERSON & EATON. cssssssssssssssesseeseeeesne 29 points 
BO Feces points 


ECW: Ecw champion—Jimmy Snuka; 1—Johnny Hot Body; 2—Larry Winters; 3—The 
Sandman; 4—J.T. Smith; 5—Tommy Cairo; 6—Tony Stetson; 7—Glenn Osbourne; 8— 
Nikolai Volkoff; 9—Don Muraco; 10—King Kaluha. 


RCWAS IcWA Florida champion—title vacant; 1—Kevin Sullivan; 2—Kendall Windham; 
3—Denny Brown; 4—Lou Perez; 5—Jim Backlund; 6—Nuclear Assassin; 7—Tex Salinger, 
8—Alan Iron Eagle; $9—Star Rider Rock; 10—Hurricane Walker. 


NWF: wr champion—Blackjack Mulligan; 1—Stomper; 2—Possesso, 3—Chubby MC;; 
4—Rob Van Dam; 5—Kendall Windham; 6—Chris Proctor 7—Denny Brown; 8—Randy 
Rhodes; 9—Nuclear Assassin |; 10—Max the Eliminator. 


PWAAs PwWaA champion—Charlie Nomis; 1—Steve Berg; 2—Jerry Lynn; 3—The Hater; 4— 
Lightning Kid; 5—Derrick Dukes; 6—Tommy Ferrara; 7—Ken Patera; 8—Randy Gusto; 3—Billy 
Blaze; 10—Jamie Magnum. 


PWEFSs Pwr champion—ltalian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—'Mean” Mark Canterbury; 
3—Flaming Youth; 4—Black Scorpion; 5—Crue! Connection Il; 6—Star Ryder; 7—Russian 
Assassin; 8—Gladiator Il; 9—State Trooper; 10—Austin Steele. 


SAPWS sapw champion—Neil Superior; 1—Wahoo McDaniel; 2—Shaska Whatley; 
3—P.N. News; 4—The Nightstalker; 5—Ebony Austin; 6—Ringlord Rick; 7—Scott Studd; 
8—Ringlord Speedy; 9—Chazz Rocco; 10—Colt Steele. 


SMW: Smoky Mountain champion—Tony Anthony; 1—Brian Lee; 2—Ron Garvin; 3— 
Tim Horner; 4—Buddy Landell; 5—Dutch Mantel; 6—Killer Kyle; 7—Dixie Dynamite; 8—Paul 
Orndorff; 9—Dan Davis; 10—Hector Guerrero. 


WINS win champion—A.C. Golden; 1—Tom Brandi; 2—Don Muraco; 3—Agent Or- 
ange; 4—Max Thrasher; 5—AJ. Fritzoid; 6—Tommy Rose; 7—Sledgehammer McGill; 8— 
Super Destroyer; 9—Morgus the Maniac; 10—The Sandman. 


WW: wwc Universal champion—Iinvader |; 1—Abdullah the Butcher; 2—Carlos 
Colon; 3—Dick Murdoch; 4—Miguel Perez Jr.; 5—EI Bronco |; 6—El Ciclon Salvadoreno; 
7—La Ley; 8—El Vigilante; 9—Atkie Malumba; 10—Mohammad Hussein. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


ry issue, this column will tell fans how: we go about drill 


tlers in 21 different categories. It is a behind- _ 


: “the-scenes look at the most important—and 


respected— 


ratings — in the sport. This column is vital reading for all 


wrestling fans. 


New World champions! Ron Simmons’ WCW World title 
victory over Big Van Vader on August 2 in Baltimore is 
-notable for several reasons. He received the match under 
unusual circumstances, being chosen in a lottery because 
Vader's scheduled foe, Sting, had been injured by the 
newly arrived Jake Roberts earlier in the evening. 

More significantly, Simmons’ win marks the first time a 
black man has won the NWA/WCW World belt. Also, the 
title match—at a time of 9:46—was the shortest 
NWA/WCW World championship bout in recent 
memory. 

Furthermore, Vader’s reign of three weeks was the 
shortest since Ric Flair defeated Dusty Rhodes on August 
9, 1986, in St. Louis, ending the “American Dream's” 14- 
day tenure as World titlist. 

Simmons, though, is determined to make his reign 
much longer. He's already turned back Vader in several 
rematches since his triumph. The “All-American” also 
must expect at least some of his fellow participants in the 
lottery (U.S. champion Rick Rude, Dustin Rhodes, Barry 
Windham, Van Hammer, The Barbarian, Cactus Jack, and 
Dan Spivey) to demand championship matches. 

Interestingly enough, the new World champion was 
ranked only sixth in the November WCW ratings. Just 

shows how quickly and dra- 
matically the rankings can 
change, and why it’s so im- 
portant to keep up with 
them each month. 
Also: Ric Flair, the new 
z WWF champion, was only 
44). ranked at number six in the 
(Mer Top 10 in our last edition. 
eee Ae See how quickly things can 


4 boii change in this wild sport? 
Analysis” on managers 


Ric Flair earned us plenty of letters, 
and some of them were not so nice. 

Paul E. Dangerously number-one? You have got to be 
kidding! wrote Palmer Houghton of Minneapolis. / don’t 
care how many people he manages or how many titles 
they've won, Paul E. is not worthy of the top spot. If | were 
head of WCW, | would ban that balding bozo for life! 


Managerial feedback, Our 
November 1992 “Ratings 


Si 


From Patti Cassir of Albany, New York: Jim Cornette is 
one of my favorite managers of all-time. However, | don’t 
think he belongs in the number-four spot. Simply manag- 
ing The Heavenly Bodies to the Smoky Mountain tag team 
title isn’t enough, in my opinion, to rate higher than 
perp ie Sensational Sherri or Paul Bearer. 

Harold Taylor of Haw- 
thorne, California, wrote: / 
thought your picks were 
right on target. I’m just won- 
dering why you don't in- 

» clude a ranking for manag- 

> ers in the regular “Ratings” 
section. A lot of people en- 
joy following the ups and 
downs of the managers just 
as closely as those of the 
wrestlers. Think about it. 

Wrote John Tarnow of 

© Macon, Georgia: It’s a sad 
* commentary on how few 
Paul Bearer good managers there are 
when the folks you listed as being just under the top 10 
are people we’ve hardly ever heard of. I’m sure they‘re 
okay, but | wish there were more good managers in the 
bigger federations. There needs to be more managers of 
fan favorites to counteract the managers of rulebreakers. 

From Saundra Roberts of Knoxville, Tennessee: Richard 
Lee is only ranked fifth because his Moondogs were able 
to brutalize their way to so many USWA tag team title 
victories, not because he’s any great managerial whiz. 
Given a team with little aggressiveness and even less 
talent, Lee would flounder. 

Roy Cantigue of Toronto, Ontario, wrote: Seeing Jimmy 
Hart at number two made me realize how long he has 
been at or near the top of the managerial ranks. The 
“Mouth Of The South” ranks right up there with Capt. 
Lou Albano and The Grand Wizard as the sport's true 
greats. Hart may not have any champions at the moment, 
but he will soon. He is too good to stay out of the title 
picture for very long. Mark my words; he will lead The 
Mountie to the I-C championship. 


Goodbye for now! We're always eager to read your 
questions and comments. Just write to “Ratings Analysis,” 
clo Wrestling USA, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571.0 
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